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Foreword 

It is my privilege and a very pleasant duty to write the 
foreword for Delhi Riots 2020: An Untold Story, which is 

not a normal kind of book but a serious document of intense 
research. It is the result of the painstaking efforts of visiting 
ground zero of these communal riots and the hotspots by the 
spirited citizens that go by the name Group of Intellectuals 
and Academicians (GIA). They are committed to the cause 
of steadfastly maintaining the integrity and sovereignty of 
our country and see that it remains united and rock solid. 
The findings of this report need to be seriously studied by the 
Government of India and the awakened citizens of the country. 
It is not one of those documents which are given a cursory look 
and then kept on the bookshelf.

I have read the book thoroughly. It was very engaging and 
extremely informative. One really gets unnerved about the 
kinds of plans that are afoot to break up our beloved nation. 
The fact is that certain segments of our nation could never have 
imagined that the narrative they had built up after the Partition 
of India under the leadership of Pandit Nehru would ever be 
challenged and that too with such a fatal blow, first with the 
2014 mandate and then in 2019—and most unfortunately for 
them, when they are not very hopeful for what lies ahead in 
2024. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is so devoted to making 
our nation affluent and a powerful arbiter in the comity of 
nations that he has become the pride of all Indians and their 
most adorable leader.
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Over the last several centuries, we got uprooted from our 
cultural heritage first in the Mughal period, when the Islamic 
culture under the garb of so-called ‘Ganga Jamuna tehzib’ had 
its sway and then under the British rule, when we gleefully 
accepted the English lifestyle and deprecated our Indian 
traditions. We forgot that we were a 5,000-year-old civilisation. 
We ceased to be proud Hindus.

I would like to quote Pandit Nehru, who famously said, ‘By 
education I am an English man, by views an internationalist, 
by culture a Muslim and Hindu only by accident of birth.’ He 
had no emotional attachment to Hinduism and the Hindus 
but would get terribly disturbed if any alleged wrong was said 
to have been committed to Muslims. V. Shanker, the private 
secretary to Sardar Patel had once said, ‘Sardar Patel was 
particularly critical of Pandit Nehru and Gandhiji devoting 
themselves mostly to voicing their feelings for the oppressed 
Muslims … and without saying comparable to, though not 
necessarily proportionate to what Hindus and Sikhs were 
suffering both in India and Pakistan. Secularism did not 
mean the abandonment of Hinduism or utter disregard of 
Hindus or Hindu interests but an objective and fair attitude 
to other religions and interests of other communities. He was 
opposed to an obsession with Muslims or Muslim interest 
and insisted on a supreme test for all, namely loyalty to  
the nation.’

This was the narrative post-1947. Hindus always 
considered themselves second-class citizens. We remember 
what former Prime minister Dr Manmohan Singh had said 
about giving minorities first right on the resources of the state. 
Then came the resurgence of Hinduism in 2014. India will have 
to reckon with a huge challenge from the Left-liberal lobby, 
Urban Naxals and the Islamic Jihadi gang. It will be a long 
haul and the nation has to be prepared for it.

These Urban Naxals/Marxists Leninists believe in breaking 
India into small independent nations based on ethnicity. They 
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will woo Islamic Jihadis and some vulnerable sections of Hindu 
Dalits to form a formidable ‘break India’ gang. Professor 
Nandini Sundar, a well-known protagonist of break India, had 
told Karan Thapar in an interview on now-defunct Tiranga TV 
channel that she stood for the breaking of India into smaller 
independent states premised on ethnicity and religion.

So, as a nation, India will have to be well prepared at all 
times to combat the toxin being spread by Islamic Jihadis 
and the Urban Naxals, of course, backed by certain political 
elements. I congratulate the GIA for making this stupendous 
effort to awaken our nation.

Shri P.C. Dogra
Former IPS





 

Preface 

As we bring forth this publication based on the ground 
report of the Delhi Riots early this year, which was a fact-

finding mission undertaken by the Group of Intellectuals and 
Academicians (GIA) I am filled with a sense of having fulfilled 
our moral duty. After multiple visits to North East Delhi in the 
aftermath of the riots in February 2020, it was incumbent upon 
us to tell the world the true story of the agony faced by the 53 
victims who lost their lives in this senseless violence. I am also 
aware that telling their story and that of the ordinary people 
who suffered economic losses and faced the naked terror on 
the streets of Delhi is necessary to cut through the rhetoric 
and propaganda associated with this episode of engineered 
communal violence. GIA watched with concern as Delhi burnt 
on 23–26 February 2020. However much before the immediate 
violence, members of the GIA discussed and worried over the 
deepening stress and tension that was being deliberately created 
in our beloved city over the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA). 
Some of our members, who teach in various colleges in Delhi 
University (DU) and Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), noted 
the deliberate escalation of communal fault lines in Delhi at 
anti-CAA protest sites. We visited Shaheen Bagh to understand 
the happenings on the ground. And we came back appalled at 
the senseless dramatics being orchestrated by random groups 
there. We saw first-hand how theatrics and ideology, cloaked 
under the banner of the Tricolour and the Indian Constitution, 
barely hid a communal undertone. It was here that Kali, the 
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free and fierce Hindu goddess, was imprisoned in a hijab. It 
was in Shaheen Bagh that Aum and the Swastika, holy to all 
Indic faiths, were desecrated.

As members of the public, we faced the circumstances 
created at protest sites, just like all the common citizens of 
this city were facing daily. We faced traffic jams due to the 
Shaheen Bagh blockage, at times Metro services were suddenly 
suspended due to disruptions by anti-CAA protesters. Getting 
home from work was a frustrating prospect. We saw how our 
democracy was rendered helpless by law enforcement and a 
legal system that was working to accommodate the right to 
protest. We witnessed the systematic blocking of arterial roads 
in Delhi at multiple locations. These blockages were designed 
to cut off populations and isolate potentially combustible 
areas of Delhi. We saw as crowds of protesters stormed the 
marketplaces in our vicinity and chose to stand in front of 
Hindu places of worship to raise azadi slogans. We felt the 
terror as protesters slammed the gates of our homes while 
raising slogans for the freedom of Kashmir. However, nothing 
prepared us for the violent hate unleashed on common citizens 
from the anti-CAA protest sites in North East Delhi.

GIA went to North East Delhi from 29 February 2020 
onwards and made multiple visits to gather data till the 
submission of the report to the minister of state for home (MoS 
[Home]) Shri G. Kishan Reddy on 11 March 2020. We had 
held extensive interviews with victims, residents of these areas 
and law-enforcement personnel. We met religious leaders from 
both communities who worked to de-escalate the situation. 
The GIA ground report was an outcome of intense research 
and data gathering from violence-affected areas in North East 
Delhi.

I am thankful to Professor Vijita S. Aggarwal for her 
invaluable support in finalising this book. Divyansha Sharma 
has been a constant support for media and technical expertise.
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I dedicate this book to all the victims of the Delhi riots in 
North East Delhi. Many young and promising lives were cut 
short by the bullets of hate that flew unrestrained in the area. 
Amongst the many victims were members of the Scheduled 
Caste communities who were brutalised in unimaginable ways. 
The weaker sections of society, like the nomads in Khajuri 
Khas, were also victims of the violence.

Nothing that we write or say can convey the depth of the 
tragedy of these riots. This book is an attempt to bring out 
the true story of the Delhi Riots. It is a call for remembering 
that communal fault lines were created between neighbours 
by ideologically vested interests comprising Urban Naxals 
and Jihadi elements who had an agenda to implement—to 
systematically conflagrate areas with mixed populations of 
Hindus and Muslims and take these areas from dharna to 
danga.

The insidious mindset of the Urban Naxals and Jihadis led 
to the creation and execution of the dharna-to-danga model in 
Delhi. This book is an attempt to tell the fact- and evidence-
based story of this model that the GIA’s fact-finding team 
gathered from North East Delhi.

Advocate Monika Arora 
Convener, GIA 
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Introduction

gks x;h gS ihj ioZr lh---

– nq";ar oqQekj      .

Delhi, the city of kings and emperors, is an intrigue, a 
mystery, a grand story of continuous inhabitation since 

prehistoric times. The city has been built many times over. 
The ruins of at least eight capitals have been discovered in 
Delhi. Indraprastha1, the city of the Pandavas mentioned in 
the Mahabharata, is said to have been situated in Delhi around 
3500 bc. Anecdotal evidence points to the Purana Qila built 
on the site of Indraprastha. Some archaeological evidence (the 
presence of ancient Indian pottery such as Northern Black 
Polished Ware and Painted Grey Ware also points to the area 
being inhabited as early as 1000 bc. Further, according to 
some sources, the city of Delhi was founded by one Raja Dhilu 
around 800 bc.

Though there is limited historical evidence about the 
natives of Delhi, it is widely believed that the Tomars were 
settled along the Yamuna river basin and their founder, 
Anangapala, established Delhi in 736 ad. The Tomar clan lived 
and intermixed with Rajputs, Gurjars and Jats.

In the 12th century, the Chauhans (the Rajput dynasty to 
which the legendary Prithviraj Chauhan belonged) took over 
from the Tomars. Then came the Muslims from Afghanistan, 
Central Asia and Iran who built Siri, Tughlaqabad, Firozabad, 
Shahjahanabad, which are all encompassed in Delhi. This 
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period saw many dynasties and sultanates from 1206 to 1526 
AD, Delhi was ruled successively by the Slave Dynasty (1206–
1290); the Khilji Dynasty (1290–1320); the Tughlaq Dynasty 
(1320–1413); the Sayyid Dynasty (1414–1451); the Lodi 
Dynasty (1451–1526) and the Mughals (1526–1761).

Though technically, the Mughal rulers continued to exist 
right up to 1857, the Mughal rule, however, was significantly 
weakened after 1757, when the Marathas captured Delhi and 
enforced their writ on the Mughal emperor, Alamgir II. The 
Marathas, however, lost this control to East India Company in 
1803. Undoubtedly, this grand political history was supported 
by the simple, warm and welcoming population of the Yamuna 
basin. Many people from the Kayastha community from Uttar 
Pradesh (UP) moved to Delhi during the Mughal reign to work 
as administrators in their courts.

The Civil Lines area in Delhi was settled by British residents 
from the 19th century right up to the time when they built New 
Delhi (1911–1931). This is evident in the architecture that can 
be seen in Civil Lines, which reflects the colonial styles that 
were popular at the time. Many Bengalis, mostly officers in the 
administration made a move to Delhi in 1911 as the capital of 
the British Empire in India was shifted from Calcutta. They 
took up residence around the Gole Market area. (In 1971, 
many moved to Chittaranjan Park, where the East Pakistan 
Displaced Persons Colony were established after the second 
war with Pakistan) The 1947 Partition witnessed a flood of 
Punjabi and some Sindhi refugees into Delhi, which earned it 
the tag of ‘Punjabi City’. Many areas of Delhi like Patel Nagar 
still carry the stamp of this exodus.

In 1990, the exodus of the Kashmiri Pandits from what 
is now the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir saw them 
moving to areas like Vasant Kunj. Delhi welcomed Tibetan 
refugees as they fled from Chinese occupation. The Tibetan 
refugees made a life in the city, settling in North Delhi in the 
Majnu Ka Tilla neighbourhood. A walk through these lanes 
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will transport one to Lhasa. The last 20 years have seen a huge 
influx of people from Bihar and UP, and people from northern 
hill states living in East Delhi. Then there are labourers from 
Rajasthan and Odisha who are spread all over.

People from the Northeast have also moved to Delhi in 
large numbers in the last two decades.  People from Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu also form significant communities. A large 
population of Sri Lankan Tamils have made their homes in 
narrow lanes of Janakpuri. Delhi also continues to be an 
important centre for students all over the country.

Further, being the seat of the central government, as well 
as having seen the emergence of large corporate hubs in Delhi 
itself along with neighbouring Gurugram and Noida, Delhi 
and its contiguous urban setting is home to not only people 
from all over India but also a large number of expatriates from 
all over the world.

This melting pot of people has seen a huge churning in 
its way of being, thoughts, cuisine, culture and attitudes. It 
will be fair to say that today’s Delhi is the result of all this 
churn and while particular influences can be seen in different 
parts of the city, on the whole, Delhi can be seen as a teeming 
metropolis of mixed influences. The city is also a rapidly 
growing metropolitan area. According to details from the 
2011 census, Delhi has a population of 1.68 crore, an increase 
from the 2001 census figure of 1.39 crore. The population of 
Delhi continues to rise rapidly and it is quite likely that the 
2021 census, the population will have crossed two crore. If the 
contiguous metropolitan areas in Uttar Pradesh and Haryana 
were to be included, it will be much larger.

Delhi has seen communal violence in the past, some of the 
worst incidents in 1947. In 1984, Delhi saw the Sikh riots, 
which were retributory political violence in the aftermath of 
the assassination of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

The latest in the series are the violent communal clashes 
that occurred in North East Delhi, from 23 to 25 February 
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2020. Predictably, the national and international media also 
erupted in a frenzy of reporting and documentation of the riots. 
In today’s social-media-controlled context of the rapid spread 
of news, horrific images of the violence were being broadcast. 
Video feeds of people fleeing burning public installations went 
viral, leading to a rapidly escalating communal situation. 
The situation prompted GIA to make a ground assessment 
of the situation. This book is based on that ground report of  
this riot.

Delhi Riots 2020: Not Riots But a First-of-Its-Kind 
Urban Warfare in India 

Like any other country in the world, India has had a long history 
of intermittent sectarian riots in pre- and post-independent 
periods, wherein one section/group of society used violence 
against the other with whatever weapon was at hand—bricks, 
stones, rods, sticks, swords, etc. However, the violence which 
has happened in North East Delhi on 23–25 February 2020 
is unprecedented in the rioting history of this country and 
cannot be just classified as a riot. It is a pre-planned systematic 
conspiracy, complete urban warfare, the first episode of its kind 
in India, engineered by radical Muslims and Urban Maoists  
in tandem.

There is a lot of evidence to prove that the Shaheen Bagh 
protest and rioting model was not spontaneous, triggered by 
some instigation as it happens in most cases of rioting. It was 
pre-planned warfare in which the Popular Front of India (PFI) 
seems to have played a pivotal role, with support of left-wing 
extremist (LWE) organisations. Islamic radicals have been at 
the forefront in protests and rioting whereas the Leftist role 
has been subtle and tactical. Select academics and media 
persons have not only been providing a shield to the violence 
but supporting it even by creating a wider narrative in their 
favour through their established presence in the national and 
international media. This technique of the Left to use Muslims 



5Introduction

as their striking arm is not new though and is something they 
have been doing since the 1940s.

The Background to the Protests and Rioting: The Old 
Fault Line of Indian Society Exploited

Insecurities of the Muslims were exploited in the Shaheen Bagh 
protest and rioting model. Some of the developments at the 
level of the executive and the judiciary in the past few months 
had caused uneasiness in the Muslim community. A strong 
decision was taken by the Modi government to resolve long-
pending issues of the Jammu and Kashmir region by setting 
aside Article 370 and bringing the area at par with other 
regions of the country. Then, the government at the Centre 
took yet another decision of doing away with instant triple 
talaq. The Supreme Court of India too resolved the decades-
long cases related to the Ram Janambhoomi issue and the 
verdict came in favour of considering the plot of land under 
dispute as the birthplace of Lord Ram. Then, on 11 December 
2019, the government passed the Citizenship Amendment Act 
(CAA), to fast-track some time-bound cases of citizenship of 
six minority communities from three neighbouring countries.

The CAA had nothing to do with the Muslims of India. 
However, the Left grabbed this opportunity to exploit the 
fear of some Muslims. It misused the uneasiness brewing in 
the Muslim community for some months, ever since the BJP 
came to power again with a bigger mandate after the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections. This, it did with some tacit support of a few 
political parties with vested interests.

A completely fake narrative was created by the Left in 
the national and international media and Indian universities 
regarding the CAA. Muslims were radicalised over more 
than two months at these anti-CAA protest sites. Details 
of this systematic, engineered radicalisation and outright 
confrontationist identity politics are given the subsequent 
chapters of this book. Women and children were used to feed 
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venom against Hindus, the government, the security forces and 
the country at large. The Shaheen Bagh protest and violence 
model was devised, which innocently got support from some 
neutral apolitical citizens of Delhi too. Meanwhile, the funding 
links between the protests and the riots have been established 
to the PFI. The increasing influence of the PFI in some areas 
has already been pointed out and is being investigated by 
the National Investigation Agency (NIA) and covered by the 
media. PFI is allegedly working as a recruitment and training 
front for the global terrorist group, the Islamic State in Syria 
and Iraq, better known as ISIS. The Left and PFI have also been 
working closely in Kerala for the past several years, with both 
organisations having built and strengthened their presence in 
the southern state.

First-of-Its-Kind Strategy Adopted in Anti-CAA Protests 
and Rioting

The strategy and tactics followed in the Delhi protests and riots 
are the first of its kind in India, whereas they have frequently 
been used in Syria and other troubled areas of Middle East—
specifically in Iraq on American forces.

The Shaheen Bagh Model, from protest to rioting, is 
a complete experiment. Incidents that took place from 15 
December 2019 to 25 February 2020 are strategic phases of 
one plan.

The protest at Shaheen Bagh was used as a diversionary 
technique. While the media and police focused on the street 
protests, rioting structures were being identified and created in 
high-rise buildings in the other part of Delhi. This is a typical 
tactic applied in Maoist-infested forest areas of central India. 
‘Shout in the East and Strike in the West’ has been the Maoist 
strategy wherein they create some movement at one place 
and strike at some other place. It is a part of the Guerrilla  
warfare tactics.
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With such elaborate preparations, high-rises were used 
by snipers in North East Delhi during riots.  North East 
Delhi’s Rajdhani Public School in Shiv Vihar, Khajuri Khas 
was used by Muslim rioters as a base for storing weaponry 
and launching petrol and acid bombs, and bricks and stones 
through catapults. Similarly, the house of Tahir Hussain, an 
Aam Admi Party (AAP) councillor which is a  huge building 
was used as a bunker and launch pad. The Intelligence Bureau 
(IB) officer, Ankit Sharma was allegedly stabbed to death and 
tortured for hours in the same building.

Hate speeches and sustained political mobilisation around 
CAA in the anti-CAA dharna sites had already created a 
situation of public violence on the streets since December 
2019. The blocking of Road Number 66 in Jaffrabad on the 
night of 22 February 2020 provided the immediate cause of 
riots which began by the afternoon of 23 February 2020. The 
fact is that tons of acid pouches, a large quantity of stones 
and bricks and petrol were present in the areas which were 
accumulated over some weeks at least. Moreover, permanent 
slingshots and catapults were created through welding to target 
identified persons and locations. That is proof in itself that the 
targets were already set as the catapults’ angles and directions 
were fixed. There are possibilities that PFI or ISI might have 
provided the lists of targeted individuals as most of the targets 
of Islamic mobs snipers were individuals who either belonged 
to security forces—police, intelligence agencies or persons 
belonging to Hindu organisations.

Trained professional shooters were present in these 
buildings demarcated as bases to launch attacks. They could 
accurately shoot from a distance of around 300 metres, killing 
targets by aiming for the head or neck. Intelligence agencies 
need to investigate who provided such trained sharpshooters. 
Based on some of the bullets that were recovered by the 
investigating team, the use of sniper rifles was evident.
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A supply chain through strong iron chains was created 
for rioters at the Rajdhani School building. The use of such 
tactics is not possible without combat training. Owned by 
a prominent Muslim local, Faisal Farroque, the wall of 
the Rajdhani Public School overlooks the D.R.P. Convent 
Public School in Shiv Vihar. While the latter was a single 
storey building, the former is a high-rise. Iron chains were 
suspended from the roof of the Rajdhani school and rioters 
rappled their way into D.R.P., which was razed to the ground  
and burnt.  

The use of women as shields is a typical Leftist technique 
adopted over the years in the Left-dominated universities 
and at most of the protests. In all other previous protests 
and riots involving the Muslim community, women were 
sent to safer places while the men were part of the action. 
However, at Shaheen Bagh, women and children came on the 
forefront while the men made all the background preparations  
for rioting.

The fact that different types of weapons were gathered, 
from stones, bricks, sticks and rods to pistols and rifles, speaks 
about the systematic use of diverse weapons.

The brutal killing of Ankit Sharma with more than 51 
wounds on his body is indicative of ISIS type of killings.

The police force has been a target of such forces on previous 
occasions, but targeting an intelligence officer is a big message 
which was communicated to create fear.

Finally, the timing of the riots was crucial as well, with 
the president of the United States, Donald Trump on a visit to 
India at the time. The likely motive was to internationalise the 
issue of Muslim unrest when the international media was all 
around and build a fake narrative against the current Indian 
government.
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The Shaheen Bagh Protest and Rioting Model Is  
Just a Prelude

The Delhi protest and violence model is a kind of trailer of 
an unprecedented experiment in Delhi, the headquarters of 
the IB. It will be analysed not only by intelligence and law 
enforcement agencies but by the planners and executors of 
this model too. Never in the history of India have riots been 
planned and executed in such a systematic way. There is a pre-
planned structure to this experiment which could further be 
applied to other Muslim-dominated areas of the country. This 
experiment could be a prelude to more such types of urban 
warfare in the future.

The responsibility of the central government is huge in 
the present circumstances, as the intelligence agencies and 
law enforcement agencies are under its direct control. Drastic 
steps need to be taken to strengthen intelligence as it is the 
first line of defence. Technology is important but there is no 
alternative to grass-root level human interaction. The NIA 
has the mandate to look into such systematic terror activities. 
Therefore, the investigation of the Delhi riots should be handed 
over to NIA for a fair probe. Moreover, the government 
cannot afford to neglect Delhi bureaucratically, politically 
and strategically and not strengthen itself in institutions  
of significance.

The deadly concoction of Jihadi elements and Urban 
Naxals is horrible and poisonous for the country. Both have 
inherited a long history of violence. Both have helped each 
other in the past but now both of them have started inheriting 
each other’s strengths in terms of capability to launch violence 
and unrest. The numbers of the radicalised militant Muslims 
with logistical and tactical support of Left can prove dangerous 
in the times to come. This joint venture of radical Islam and 
the Left will destroy the country if it is not contained now. The 
tremendous social polarisation happening at their combined 
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behest needs to be stopped to save the country from big losses 
of lives and property, in addition to other long-term socio-
political, economic and psychological impacts.

So that We Never See this Again: Insights and  
Way Forward

The Delhi riots, which lasted for two-and-a-half days, roughly 
from 23 February 2020 afternoon to the night of 25 February 
2020, have scarred the consciousness of the city. Now is the 
time for all of us to take stock and pledge that this sort of 
barbarous brutality never occurs again. To do that, we have to 
go into the reasons for this outbreak. The reasons enumerated 
in the following chapters are the ones we gathered from  
ground zero.
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T W O 

The Theory of Urban Naxalism 
and Jihadism

It would not be an exaggeration to say that the problem of 
Naxalism is the single biggest internal security challenge  

ever faced by our country.

– Dr. Manmohan Singh, 2006

Introduction

The Delhi riots show clear indications that the Urban 
Naxal–Jihadi model has been applied in North East Delhi 

to create communal violence. They experimented with this 
model at all sites of the anti-CAA protests in the country. The 
model, however, succeeded in select places where there is a 
concentration of Urban Naxal and Jihadi elements, primarily in 
urban areas. This chapter explains the theoretical basis of Urban 
Naxalism and Jihad. The primary sources used to explain these 
models are source documents periodically disseminated by the 
Communist Party of India, Maoist (CPI [M]), the Jamaat-e-
Islami (JeI), the PFI, as well as Jihadi organisations.

Urban Naxalism: Theory and Practice

Researches in security studies have focused on understanding 
unconventional, persistent and unending conflicts in the world 
by defining and researching generations of warfare. Urban 
Naxalism falls within the ambit of Fourth Generation Warfare 
(4GW). In recent years, military thinkers have focused on 
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4GW, that is, conflicts over ideas and involving at least one 
non-state actor.

The nature of 4GW is such that it derives legitimacy 
from genuine developmental issues on the ground. The 
latest government statistics show that 90 districts in India 
are currently Naxal affected.1 All these districts fall within 
rural areas with extreme levels of poverty and total lack of 
development. However, the reach of Naxalism is not just 
limited to rural areas. Their presence in urban areas is part 
of a Maoist strategy that has been extensively detailed and 
documented by the central committee of the CPI (M).

The document, ‘Strategy and Tactics of the Indian 
Revolution’ (STIR) was issued by the CPI (M) in 2004. In 
2003–2004, the former Peoples’ War Group (PWG) and the 
Maoist Communist Centre (MCC), both of which were armed 
Naxal groups, held a series of discussions to work out a merger. 
The central committees of both organisations met to discuss 
and draw out a strategy document for seizing power in India. 
This document was finalised in September 2004 and coincided 
with the merger of the PWG and MCC.

The ultimate aim of the Naxals is to achieve an Indian 
(Communist) revolution. The document in question details 
the plan for this revolution. The sections of the document that 
focus on Naxal activities in urban areas provide the theoretical 
framework of urban Naxalism in India. The term Urban Naxal 
is thus not an empty term, rather it has a basis in the literature 
publicly provided by organisations involved in the Naxal 
movement in India.

The urban movement is one of the main sources, which provides 
cadres and leadership having various types of capabilities essential for 
the people’s war and for the establishment of liberated area. Moreover, 
the responsibility for the provision of supplies, technology-expertise, 
information and other such things, to the people’s war, too lies on the 
shoulders of the urban revolutionary movement itself. Hence Party 
has to pay special attention to allocate leadership cadres accordingly 
to work in urban movement.2
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The above excerpt from the ‘Strategy and Tactics’ document 
created by the CPI (Maoist) party clearly details the need for 
recruits to the ‘Urban Naxal cause’. And this has not remained 
just words. The year 2015–2016 kept India occupied with 
shocking revelations on the campuses of renowned education 
institutes like the Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), 
Hyderabad Central University, Indian Institute of Technology 
(IIT) Madras, JNU, Osmania University, Jadavpur University 
and DU. JNU reverberated with slogans that championed the 
breaking of the Indian nation. All this happened under the 
cover of constitutional values. In fact, STIR, on page 69–70, 
mentions the following: 

We should not belittle the importance of the fact that the urban areas 
are the strong centres of the enemy. With this long term perspective, 
we should develop a secret party, a united front and people’s armed 
elements; intensify the class struggle in the urban areas and mobilise 
the support of millions of urban masses for the people’s war.3

One of the strategies outlined in an allied document called 
the ‘Urban Perspective’4 is to look into possible methods of 
exploiting ghettos—‘a slum or locality inhabited mostly or 
completely by one community’—by dividing the communities 
on various emotive issues and by triggering violence/riots. 
The aim, therefore, is to make firm entries into the ghettos 
to organise communities to carry forward the movement, 
among others. This is chillingly similar to the work carried out 
by Urban Naxals in Muslim-majority areas before the riots 
happened in North East Delhi.

The Maoist document also focuses on taking advantage 
of the religious divide between Hindus and Muslims, by 
proclaiming the latter to be oppressed by ‘fascist’ Hindus. 
This is an alarming proposition as it tends to try and inflame 
a decades-old perceived simmering feud between the two 
communities, which is not true and must be guarded against 
at all levels through proactive measures by the government 
machinery.
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The document thus points to a long-term approach of the 
Maoists towards the urban areas. This would include solidifying 
their existing bases in urban areas, trying to penetrate the 
industrial working class, trade unions, unorganised labour, 
white-collar employees, youth bodies and NGOs. Under the 
current circumstances, they are required to provide logistical 
support to the Maoists operating in rural areas by way of 
supplying arms, ammunition, medicines, food supplies, 
footwear, clothing, spare parts, communication equipment, 
batteries, etc. Additionally, they could provide further impetus 
to mobilise what are considered to be front organisations—
media, social activists and human right activists—to espouse 
their cause. They have also analysed the use of cyber warfare,5 
which is intended to be used more in the urban environment due 
to higher penetration of the internet in such areas. Though not 
given out in detail, they probably intend to progressively target 
vital installations, crucial networks like financial networks, 
security networks and essential services, which today run on 
the internet, and social networks to profess their ideology 
and spread their propaganda. Dr S. Radhakrishnan, in the 
University Education Commission Report, clearly delineated 
the function of universities: 

Universities are the intellectual sanctuaries of the inner life of the 
nation. They must train intellectual pioneers, seeking guidance from 
the past but providing dynamics to realise new dreams.6

From the year 2015 onwards, the country watched aghast 
as these sanctuaries of education turned into theatres of 
secession.

This, however, was just an implosion. The groundwork 
for Urban Naxalism has been created meticulously in our 
universities for decades. As per newspaper reports, in 2014, 
G.N. Saibaba, a professor of English at DU, was arrested by 
the Maharashtra police for links with Maoists. In 2017, a 
session’s court in Maharashtra’s Gadchiroli district convicted 
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him to life imprisonment. Four others, including former JNU 
student Hem Mishra and former journalist Prashant Rahi, were 
also convicted along with the DU professor and sentenced to 
‘imprisonment for life’. In 2016, newspaper reports also carried 
headlines of tribals from Sukma filing a first information report 
(FIR) for murder against prominent intellectuals from DU and 
other institutions, alleging that they had a hand in the murder 
of Shamnath Baghel, a prominent anti-Naxal activist. Though 
they were granted relief by the Supreme Court of India, DU 
professor Nandini Sundar, Archana Prasad (JNU professor), 
Vineet Tiwari (from Delhi’s Joshi Adhikar Sansthan), Sanjay 
Parate (Chhattisgarh CPI [Marxist] state secretary) and 
others along with Maoists were named in the FIR filed by  
Baghel’s wife.

The following excerpt from the STIR document clearly 
shows the spine-chilling outlook for students, teachers and 
security forces in the country.

We have to also pay special attention to our work among women, 
students, youth, teachers and middle-class intellectuals.... Youth 
and cultural organisations also play a good role in the activities of 
the city movement … it is our task to further deepen our activities 
within the student community. Considering the present situation we 
should develop suitable organisational forms to imbue them with 
revolutionary politics, and organise and mobilise the vast majority of 
them politically. They can be mobilised politically on both domestic 
and international issues.

It is very important to penetrate into the military, para-military 
forces, police, and higher levels of the administrative machinery of 
the state. It is necessary to obtain information regarding the enemy, 
to build support for the revolution within these organs, and even 
to incite revolt when the time is ripe…. However for certain crucial 
things there is need for support from the urban areas. Depending 
on its strength, the urban organisation should make all efforts to 
provide such support. Supplies or contacts for supplies of certain 
types of materials such as arms and ammunition, spare parts, medical 
supplies, etc., are only available in the urban areas. Technical help 
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in the form of repairs and maintenance of fighting, communication 
and other equipment of the PLGA, development of new technologies 
for the people’s war, and sending comrades with technical, electrical, 
electronic and other skills to settle in the countryside is another task 
of the urban organisation. Propaganda and publications to fulfil the 
needs of the rural movement is also one of the important tasks in the 
urban centres.7

It is evident that multi-directional attacks are being planned 
by Urban Naxals to uproot democracy. Urban Naxalism is a 
unique threat to India. This problem cannot be tackled by the 
government alone. The need is to create awareness amongst 
citizens and especially the urban youth about the phenomenon 
of Urban Naxalism that views them as potential recruits and as 
cannon fodder for a Maoist revolution.

Jihadism: Theory and Organisations

The core philosophy of Jihadism in India has an explicit 
connection with the idea of Khilafat, which was historically 
a movement of Muslims around the end of First World War, 
and later re-emerged as the ISIS in Syria and Iraq in 2014. 
The idea behind both the movements is the restoration 
of the Khilafat or the rule of the Islamic Khalifa. Many 
contemporary movements like the JeI, which are influenced 
by the ideas of Abdul A’la Madudi, Islamic scholar and 
founder of the JeI, also form the core of the Islamist ideology  
in India.

The Ideas of Jihad

Two sources tell us the details of the ideology of jihad. 
Historically, it is revealing to study the ideas of the khilafat and 
the corresponding ideas of leaders of the Khilafat Movement 
in Kerala, such as Ali Muslaiyar. The ideas of these leaders 
have great traction amongst the Islamic youth who were at the 
forefront in Shaheen Bagh and other movements that led to the 
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Delhi riots. The other is a contemporary study of the ideas of 
ISIS and Ghazwa-e-Hind.

The Khilafat Movement started in India with the 
dissolution of the Ottoman Empire in 1919 after the end of 
the First World War. This was seen as an affront by Muslims 
all over the world. Muslims in India rallied for a restoration 
of the Khalifa. The movement launched by them, which had 
received Mahatma Gandhi’s support, had unfortunately led 
to the violent annihilation of Hindus in communal violence 
like the Moplah riots. The violence was an extended version 
of the movement in Kerala in 1921. The then government 
had declared the Congress and Khilafat meetings illegal. So, a 
reaction in Kerala began against the crackdown of the British 
in Ernad and Valluvanad taluks of Malabar.

Khilafat meetings in the Malabar borrowed so much from 
Islamist terminology and ideology that the movement firmly 
turned against the Hindu landlords of the region. It became a 
riot of the kudiyans or Moplahs against the Hindu jenmis or 
landlords.8 The leaders of this rebellion were Variyankunnath 
Kunjahammed Haji, Sithi Koya Thangal of Kumaranpathor 
and Ali Muslaiyar. Some of these leaders have now emerged as 
idols of the anti-CAA protesters in Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) 
and Shaheen Bagh, etc.

Historically, the formation of the JeI in 1941 and the 
crystallisation of an extreme Islamic ideology under Abdul A’la 
Madudi gave a fillip to the ideology of jihad.

Jihad fi Sabilillah is explained in Madudi’s works: ‘to alter 
peoples’ outlook and spark a mental and intellectual revolution 
through the medium of speech and the written word is a form 
of jihad. To change the old tyrannical system and establish a 
just order by the power of the sword is also jihad.’9

By default, this just order is Islam. Madudi clearly lays down 
the contours for an Islamic takeover of not just India but the 
world. Islam is defined ‘not as a religion’ but as a revolutionary 
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ideology. Nations are not recognised. The ultimate end is the 
establishment of Islam on Earth.

These ideas are seen in the ISIS movement in contemporary 
times. In its first issue, Dabiq, the organisation’s online 
magazine, explained the ISIS stand on tawhid (monotheism), 
manhaj (methodology), hijrah (migration), jihad (holy Islamic 
war), and jama’ah (Islamic congregation).

The ISIS worldview is as follows: 

O Ummah of Islam, indeed the world today has been divided into 
two camps and two trenches, with no third camp present: The camp 
of Islam and faith, and the camp of kufr (disbelief) and hypocrisy 
– the camp of the Muslims and the mujahidin everywhere, and the 
camp of the Jews, the crusaders, their allies, and with them the rest of 
the nations and religions of kufr, all being led by America and Russia, 
and being mobilised by the Jews.10

In a revealing parallel with the ideology of the JeI, one of 
the prime goals of ISIS is the creation of a Sunni Islamic State. 
The recent attempt at establishing a Khilafat was led by Caliph 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, who claims his ancestry from Prophet 
Mohammed. In the same frame as the legendary Rashidun 
Khalifas, he demanded the allegiance of all Muslims across the 
world. Like the JeI, the ISIS also believes that all religions which 
agree to democracy have to die because human laws have no 
place as Allah has already done that through his messenger in 
the form of the Sharia.

This global Khilafat movement has joined hands with 
many such movements in India, the JeI being only one such 
ideological movement. According to a number of reports of 
the Soufan Center, a non-profit organisation funded by the 
United Nations Democracy Fund, in November 2015, 23 
Indian nationals were fighting for the ISIS in Iraq and Syria.11  
There is only one known case of an Indian returning, that of 
Arif Majeed, who left for Syria with three other friends from 
the western Indian state of Maharashtra. While nothing has 
since been heard about these three, Arif returned to India in 
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November 2015 with help from the Indian government and 
has been undergoing interrogation. 

The ISIS released a 22-minute video12 in April 2016 in 
Arabic featuring three young Indian-born men allegedly 
speaking from an ISIS-controlled area. They acknowledged 
that they are in Sham and gave an insight into their plans. They 
stated that they were really happy and satisfied in a land run 
strictly according to the Sharia and that they hated India, the 
land where people worshipped animals and trees. They vowed 
to return, but only to invade. They proclaimed that they would 
come on horseback with swords in their hands to slaughter the 
kafirs (non-believers).

Incidentally, Kerala has been one of the main states for 
conversion and subsequent recruitment of women into the 
ISIS. In July 2016, it came to light that at least 11 persons 
from the state, including women and children, were in ISIS-
controlled territory.13

More recently, a news video report titled Khorasan Files: 
The Journey of Indian ‘Islamic State’ Widows14 depicted the 
account of women from Kerala who were a part of the ISIS. 
Converts from Christianity, they found their way to Syria with 
their husbands. The death of their spouses left them widowed 
with children to raise. The conversion of Christian and Hindu 
girls to Islam in Kerala and their subsequent radicalisation into 
ISIS ideology has promoted allegations of ‘Love Jihad’ from 
Christian and Hindu organisations as well as the Kerala High 
Court. In 2009, while hearing a bail application of two persons 
involved in the conversion of non-Muslim girls to Islam, Justice 
K.T. Sankaran had observed that there was a concerted effort 
at conversion by some outfits in Kerala.

A number of organisations in India are allied to the core 
jihadi ideology of the Khilafat and the ISIS. Some of them are 
the Students Islamic Movement of India (SIMI), the youth 
wing of the JeI, which was subsequently banned. The Indian 
Mujahideen (IM), in turn, was a mutated version of SIMI 
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which itself is the largest Islamic radical mobilisation India  
has seen.

The core ideology of SIMI was similar to its parent 
organisation.15 Its core aim is the establishment of an Islamic 
state in India. Ideological viewpoints include governing human 
life on the basis of the Quran, and the propagation of Islam 
and jihad for the cause of Islam. The SIMI rejects secularism, 
democracy, western ideals and nationalism as ideas against the 
will of Allah. Its focus is on the restoration of the Khilafat 
(caliphate), emphasis on the ummah (Muslim brotherhood) 
and the need for a jihad to establish the supremacy of Islam.

SIMI was formed at Aligarh in UP on 25 April 1977.  
Mohammad Ahmadullah Siddiqi, a professor of journalism and 
public relations at the Western Illinois University, Macomb, in 
the US state of Illinois, was its founding president.

After the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992, SIMI 
undertook radical and aggressive posturing. A blanket ban was 
imposed on the organisation in 2001 under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act (POTA). The ban was lifted in 2008  only to be 
re-imposed again in 2008.

The ban, however, did not lead to its end. Its cadres only 
regrouped under a new name and that was how the Indian 
Mujahideen (IM) came into being in 2008, carrying out a 
spate of terror attacks across India. During this period, parallel 
jihadist groups led by figures who knew the IM leadership from 
their time in SIMI proliferated as well.

The central point is that the jihadist networks in India 
remain extremely fluid and consist of small groups of individuals 
who are loosely allied together. Another jihadist organisation 
that has connections to the riots in the capital is the Popular 
Front of India. This organisation was established in 2006 as 
a federation of the Karnataka Forum for Dignity (KFD), the 
National Development Front (NDF), Kerala and the Manitha 
Neethi Pasarai (MNP), Tamil Nadu. It describes itself as a 
‘socio-economic movement’ which aims to empower Muslims 
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as well as the deprived and the downtrodden in the nation at 
large.16 Law enforcement agencies in Kerala have even found 
evidence of the use of lethal weapons in PFI centres. The outfit 
also has a political arm, called the Social Democratic Party of 
India (SDPI).

SDPI was established in 2009 and was registered with the 
Election Commission of India in 2010. The website describes 
the party as follows: 

founded for the advancement and uniform development of all 
the citizenry including Muslims, Dalits, Backward Classes and 
Adivasis…. The party is here to fight the neo-colonial and neo-liberal 
incursions in our country.

The Urban Naxal–Jihadi Link and the Delhi Riots 

The Urban Naxal–Jihadi link in the Delhi riots can be seen in 
the leaders and cadre of the aforementioned outfits who were 
actively present at anti-CAA protest sites. Most of these protest 

Social media posts of both girls went viral after the  
Jamia Millia Islamia violence.
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sites in North East Delhi subsequently imploded into large-
scale communal violence after a period of rapidly escalating 
street violence.

Most of the images and data used in this section are from 
social media profiles of individuals belonging to these groups.17 
One of the most enduring images of the campus violence in 
Delhi’s JMI on 15 December 2019 was of the media-promoted 
‘Sheroes’. These were Ladeeda Sakhaloon and Ayesha Renna 
N, both students of the university.

However, further research revealed that both girls are 
intricately related to the jihadi network in Kerala. Ayesha’s 
husband is a news contributor (journalist), of a news portal 
called India Tomorrow English, while Ladeeda’s husband, 
Shiyas, is the secretary of the Kerala-headquartered Student’s 
Islamic Organisation (SIO), which also has support from the 
Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP) of Kerala.
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The SIO was founded as the student wing of JeI Hind after 
the government banned SIMI because of their terror activities 
in India. S.Q.R. Ilyas, the father of controversial JNU student, 
Umar Khalid was associated with SIMI. He is currently the 
president of the Welfare Party of India.

Interestingly, both the girls are associated with the same 
party and are supporters of the Kerala-based PDP too.

Who is Mahdani? Probably the most powerful person 
in Kerala, he has been accused of two major terror attacks 
in India. First, on 14 February 1998, serial bomb explosions 

Ladeeda and her husband with Abdul Nazher Mahdani, the 
president of the PDP.
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rocked the venue of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP’s) election 
rally in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, in which 58 people were 
dead and almost 200 injured. L.K. Advani, who was meant 
to address the rally, narrowly missed the attack as he did not 
reach there on time. The Tamil Nadu police arrested Mahdani. 
On 15 March 2006, however, on the day of Holi, a very urgent 
and special assembly session was called up by Congress-led 
United Democratic Front (UDF) government in Kerala. The 
opposition at the time was the CPI (M)-led Left Democratic 
Front (LDF). The house unanimously passed the resolution 
to free him on humanitarian grounds. He got bail in 2007. 
And all three political parties gave him a heroic welcome. 
Exactly one year after his release, on 25 July 2008, Bengaluru 
witnessed nine serial blasts. SIMI was the main conspirator of 
this attack, along with Mahdani. Currently, he is under trial 
and is in Bengaluru.

A number of students have been arrested or charge-
sheeted in connection with the Delhi riots, including Sharjeel 
Imam, Safoora Zargar, Devangna Kalita and Natasha Narwal. 
Recently, 35-year-old Meeran Haider, a member of the youth 
wing of Rashtriya Janta Dal (RJD) and student of JMI has been 
arrested for planning the riots.

The Urban Naxal connection is seen from the activation of 
networks in JNU, JMI and DU during the months leading to 
the riots. This included the activation of cultural organisations 
to sustain and mobilise the Shaheen Bagh and other anti-
CAA protest sites in Delhi. It can be seen in the media interest 
generated in the protest sites. Ideas of jihad also took a centre 
stage in the many speeches that were made, including the 
much-publicised speech by Sharjeel Imam.

Conclusion

The Delhi riots clearly mirror Urban–Naxal Jihadi theories of 
revolution and jihad as exemplified and detailed in the literature 
emerging from these organisations. Much research is needed on 
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the networks that operated from front organisations in public 
universities and institutions of repute in Delhi. Much of the 
empirical data about the role of such organisations in the riots 
is also in the public domain in the form of videos, photographs 
and speeches of the ultra-Left and jihadi cadre present in North 
East Delhi in the months preceding the riots. More research 
would be needed to analyse this data and strengthen the thesis 
in this chapter.
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T H R E E

The Background to the Delhi 
Riots 2020: The Citizenship 

Amendment Act (CAA)

You must make a difference between Hindu refugees and 
Muslim immigrants and the country must take  

responsibility of the refugees.

– Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s letter to the then  
chief minister of Assam, Gopinath Bordoloi,  

May 1949

I refuse the fact that we should not care about the Hindus 
of Pakistan since they are Pakistani citizens. Irrespective of 

citizenship of Pakistan’s Hindus, it is our duty to protect them 
like we protect Indian Muslims and Hindus.

– Dr Ram Manohar Lohia (translated) as quoted by  
PM Narendra Modi in his speech in parliament,  

6 February 2020

Introduction

The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) 2019, around 
which the initial anti-government movement was formed 

in December 2019 was tabled in the Indian parliament on 
9 December 2019. It was passed by the Lok Sabha on 10 
December 2019, with 311 members of parliament (MPs) 
voting in favour and 80 against the bill. It was passed by the 
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Rajya Sabha on 11 December 2019, with 125 votes in favour 
and 105 votes. The law became effective from 10 January 
2020. A reading of the law shows that it is a timed intervention 
targeted at minorities suffering religious persecution in three 
of India’s neighbouring, Muslim-majority countries—Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and Bangladesh.

Under this amendment, migrants who had entered 
India before 31 December 2014 and had suffered or feared 
religious persecution in their country of origin were eligible 
for citizenship. The amendment also relaxed the residence 
requirement for the naturalisation of these migrants from 
eleven to five years.

According to IB records, 31,313 people (25,447 Hindus, 
5,807 Sikhs, 55 Christians, 2 Buddhists and 2 Parsis) will be 
immediate beneficiaries of the Act. There is nothing in the law 
that stops the government from framing laws for religious 
groups belonging to other neighbouring countries, which could 
be considered to be left out of this amendment to the citizenship 
Act, as is being alleged. There are yet a number of communities, 
for instance, the Sri Lankan Tamils who need proactive policy 
legislation as regards citizenship. The government should and 
most likely will consider such communities for the provision 
of relief.1

The Act does not apply to Indian citizens. The fact that 
it has been made a pivot of protests led by the Urban Naxal–
Jihadi circuit all over India merits deeper analysis.

The protests need to be seen in the background of the 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) being elected to the centre 
with an overwhelming majority in two successive elections, 
in 2014 and in 2019. Both mandates have been under the 
leadership of Narendra Modi. A number of key policy changes 
were successfully tabled and seen through in NDA’s second term 
(NDA 2.0). Of these, doing away of Article 370 of the Indian 
Constitution and the resolution of the Ram Janambhoomi 
dispute are significant steps. They will be discussed here as a 
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background to the anti-government protests engineered under 
the guise of anti-CAA protests, which ultimately culminated in 
the 2020 riots in Delhi.

The reading down of Articles 370 and 35-A of the 
Indian Constitution were strong steps taken by the current 
government. Complex geopolitical factors that had given birth 
to and sustained the narrative of Kashmir being a disputed 
territory became neutralised. Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh 
too, were declared as union territories. The region finally saw 
the dawn of governance that was aimed at citizens’ welfare. 
However, under the Urban Naxal–Jihadi combine, this was 
framed as an anti-Muslim decision.

The second significant move under NDA 2.0 was the 
resolution of the decades-long Ram Janambhoomi issue which 
had been exploited by political parties for decades to deepen the 
wedge between Hindus and Muslims. This, too, was resolved 
peacefully, sending a clear message that in India, syncretism 
symbolised by structures like the Cheraman Juma Masjid in 
Kerala can be a part of the Indian identity but not assaultive 
structures like the Babri Masjid.2

The Historical Background to CAA

The partition of India along religious lines was the first time in 
the known, recorded history of the nation when a territory and 
people were rent asunder due to religious identity. The idea that 
there are ‘two nations’ on this land; one the Islamic and the other 
non-Islamic is an alien idea that dominated the circumstances 
leading up to the Partition.3 The same was eerily similar to 
what the country witnessed around the anti-CAA agitations. It 
was the same India which had been under continuous Muslim 
rule over large parts of the land since the since 12th century. 
While Partition was accepted by the contemporary political 
dispensation, the transfer of populations was not acceptable 
as a principle governing the two-nation theory. The resultant 
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transfer of populations was a tragic, unacceptable consequence 
of succumbing to Islamic identity politics. Even today, there are 
pools of Hindu population in Pakistan. The Tharparkar area 
of Sindh is a Hindu-majority area. Chittagong, which was part 
of erstwhile East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), was a Buddhist-
majority area with 13 Chittagong hill tract tribes living in the 
region, not even one of which were Islamic.4

The fate of minorities in Pakistan and Bangladesh is 
a question that has been around since 1947. The weak 
assurances and the absence of guarantees in the Nehru–
Liaquat Pact, signed on 8 April 1950, condemned Hindus, 
Sikhs and Christians in Pakistan and later Bangladesh to utter 
decimation. This is revealed by population growth figures of 
both countries. Similar situations were faced by Hindus and 
Sikhs in Afghanistan. The CAA seeks to address the plight 
and rights of these communities in Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan. The Act seems to recognise India as a natural 
home for these populations.

Narratives around the CAA

The CAA has dominated public discourse in India since 
December 2019. However, a large part of the discourse has 
been against the Act, which has been, for the most part, for the 
wrong reasons. People have been out on the streets showing 
their resistance and protesting throughout the country. Protests 
are perfectly acceptable in a democracy if there is a genuine 
reason for them, are harmless and within the constitutional 
limits. However, that is not the case with the anti-CAA protests, 
as they have neither been based on genuine reasons nor have 
they been harmless. Fostering militaristic aggression to fill the 
minds of a section of the society with hatred can lead to no 
positive outcome.

The Shaheen Bagh protest site was created by blocking one 
major road in South East Delhi for more than three months. 
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In a sprawling metropolitan city, commuting is an important 
aspect of daily life, as large numbers of people go about their 
work. The occupation of non-designated public spaces such 
as main roads by the protestors at Shaheen Bagh, as well 
as at other sites, has caused inconvenience to thousands of 
commuters every day.

Since the anti-CAA protests began nationwide, public and 
private property worth crores of rupees was vandalised in 
violent street protests. The biggest loss of human lives occurred 
in Delhi on 23–25 February 2020 as the anti-CAA protests 
took an ugly turn. Approximately 53 persons are reported 
to have died and a huge loss of property has occurred during 
these three days.5

Propaganda to Create Unrest

The anti-CAA protesters did not have verifiable and sustainable 
facts and arguments in their favour. A pack of lies had been 
spread around and a heavy dose of fear-mongering was inflicted 
on a majority of Muslims in the country. The reasons for the 
protest kept changing since day one of the protest marches and 
establishment of sites such as Shaheen Bagh.

First, they argued that an anti-Muslim Act had been 
passed. However, the fact is that the word ‘Muslim’ has not 
even once been used in the amended Act. The Act has made an 
additional special provision for expediting cases of citizenship 
in cases of six religious minorities of the three neighbouring 
Islamic countries, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan who 
have faced religious persecution and have entered India till 31 
December 2014.

The Act is to grant citizenship, not to take it away from 
anyone, including Muslims. Most of the protesters were made 
to believe that populations of Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists, 
Parsis and Christians from these countries were to be allowed 
to enter the country anytime, whereas Muslims would not be 
entertained.
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Moreover, fear was being perpetuated that Indian Muslims 
would be thrown out on some pretext. Unfortunately, this 
propaganda was used by none other than the chief minister of 
Delhi, Arvind Kejriwal. He had commented: ‘Where the people 
will go. Their forefathers were born here….’ Contrary to such 
fear-mongering, however, statistics prove that in the last six 
years, hundreds of Muslims have been granted citizenship 
out of the total 4,000 cases from Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
Bangladesh.6 Further, as the CAA does not apply to any citizen 
of India, there is no question of anyone’s citizenship being 
taken away and hence, the protestors’ fears are ill-founded.

One argument has been that the Act is discriminatory and 
is a violation of the fundamental right to equality provided 
through Article 14 of the Constitution of India. However, it 
has also been settled that the CAA does not apply to Indian 
citizens. It does not stand to reason that CAA 2019 violates the 
right to equality ensured to Indian citizens.

Another contest against the CAA has been that it is a 
violation of the Assam Accord of 1985.  The concerns of Assam 
and other north-eastern states with respect to the CAA are very 
different from the propaganda being created in other parts of 
the country. Briefly, Assam does not want any outsiders in the 
State whether Hindu or Muslim.  Further, the CAA does not 
pose any threat to preserving the social, cultural and linguistic 
identity of places (mainly in the Northeast) covered under the 
Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. The issues that the people 
in Assam have against the CAA are entirely different and 
cannot be conflated with the protests in Delhi and elsewhere 
in the country. 

Non-BJP governments in Kerala, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh (MP), Chhattisgarh and West Bengal have 
added to the controversy by declaring that they will not 
implement the amended law in their respective states.7 They 
have done so despite the well-known fact that the issue 
of citizenship does not fall within the purview of states. 
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Citizenship is a subject of the central list of the Seventh Schedule 
of the Constitution and hence states have no leeway to not  
implement it.

Most of the arguments given in opposing the CAA 
prove to be misguided when seen in light of facts. When the 
opponents of the Act could not give any solid reason to back 
their arguments, they started fuelling further controversy over 
imaginary ogres. They created a fresh contestation that CAA is 
fine but it would be discriminatory for Muslims once combined 
with the National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the National 
Population Register (NPR).8

Till date the NRC has been conducted only in Assam; 
that, too, was a requirement due to the Assam Accord and 
was implemented by the Supreme Court. Rules are yet to be 
drafted for a pan-India NRC. Its roadmap is not yet ready 
to be implemented throughout India but whenever it will 
be prepared, it will not be based on religion. Moreover, it 
needs to be passed by both the houses of parliament, like any  
other legislation.

The NPR is not something new. The 2004 amendment 
in the Citizenship Act 1955 made it compulsory to register 
every citizen of India and the responsibility was entrusted 
to the union government. The first NPR exercise was done 
in 2010 and was updated in 2015. The idea was to have a 
comprehensive database of Indian citizens so that government 
schemes, programmes and benefits reach the target citizens. It 
is meant to help in better planning and implementation and is 
not even distantly related to CAA.

A big confusion has been intentionally created to fan unrest 
and social polarisation. Broadly speaking, the common Muslim 
has been made to believe that the present regime at the centre 
will ask for their documents and in case they fail to furnish the 
required documents, they will be deported or put in detention 
centres. Although they seem to be clueless on where they will 
be deported and where such detention centres are being created 
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which can accommodate the huge population of the country 
(around 15 per cent), which has been fed this canard.

Content created in fake news factories and widely shared 
on social media has added fuel to the already lit fire of Islamic 
fundamentalism. During the earliest protest at JMI, fake news 
about deaths of some Jamia students at the hands of the Delhi 
police was spread by a few Muslim journalists from Kerala. 
Then, unfortunately, another fake video was shared by AAP 
leader and deputy chief minister of Delhi, Manish Sisodia, that 
the Delhi police had torched buses near Jamia Nagar during 
the anti-CAA protests. It came to light the very next day that 
the buses burnt were not the same as shown in the video. This 
started a barrage of fake material shared on social media to 
create disturbance in society.

The fact remains that the CAA has been passed in both 
houses of parliament and accorded approval by the president of 
India on 12 December 2019 as it became a law. Post the Delhi 
riots, Indian National Congress (INC) leader Kapil Sibal had to 
admit in the parliament that contrary to his previous stand, the 
Act does not apply to any Muslim of the country. If anyone still 
has any doubt against its validity, he or she can, of course, take 
a legal course of action. The CAA has already been challenged 
in the Supreme Court through several petitions. After hearing a 
batch of 143 writ petitions, however, the honourable court has 
not ‘stayed’ the implementation of the CAA.9

Bare Facts about the CAA

By granting some relaxation to six minorities from three 
neighbouring countries through CAA, the union government 
has not violated any precedent. It has a right to grant citizenship 
under the Indian Citizenship Act to any special category of 
citizenship seekers. The union governments in the past have 
been exercising their right, whether it was related to Tamils of 
Indian origin in Sri Lanka or Burmese people of Indian origin.10
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The union home minister Amit Shah presented the 
rationale of the Act in detail in both the houses of parliament 
during discussions on the bill. He spoke with facts on how 
the minorities in the three countries have been facing religious 
persecution over the years.11 The partition of this country had 
taken place on the basis of religion and it is the civilisational 
and constitutional obligation of our country to give relief to 
the minorities of these three states and alleviate their misery. 
To put forth his arguments, he also quoted eminent leaders 
of the country from yesteryears, including the makers of the 
Constitution of India.

Further, the Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB) was not 
new; it had been in the public domain since 2016 and was 
cleared by a 30-member committee of parliamentarians.12 
The union government had brought almost the same bill in 
both houses of parliament on 10 and 11 December 2019. 
After becoming a law, it came to be known as the Citizenship 
Amendment Act, 2019. Nevertheless, it has invited a barrage 
of opposing statements and comments after it became a law.  
Since then, it has been in discourse in the mainstream and 
social media among other avenues.

Muslim Radicalisation and the Role of the Left in the 
Anti-CAA Protests and Violence

As the CAA became a law on 12 December 2019 after the 
approval of the president, voices against it started coming 
from many corners. Beginning 15 December 2019, anti-CAA 
protests began across campuses in the capital, from JMI 
to JNU and others. Before long, the protests appeared pan-
India. Muslims were brought at the forefront as they were 
made to believe that it was a fight for their survival. The Left 
fuelled this feeling with the support of opposition parties and 
Islamic fundamental organisations. The imprint of the Left has 
been clearly visible from the way the anti-CAA protests have  
been held.
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Historically, the Left in the country has always used 
Islamic fundamentalism as its striking arm. In the 1940s, the 
Communists had made some cadres join Muslim League who 
essentially fuelled the two-nation theory and led effectively to 
Partition. Later in independent India, it strategically worked 
in ‘coordination’ with the Congress, particularly during Indira 
Gandhi’s regime. The Left, with its doctrine of India as a State 
with multiple nations, has always shed tears for minorities and 
human rights but has remained conveniently silent on practices 
like instant triple talaq and halala.

Coming back to the anti-CAA protests, it has become clear 
that they have been coordinated by Muslim fundamentalists 
and ultra-Left organisations. Muslim women leading from the 
front have been a part of the strategy. Terms such as dadi and 
nani, given to the old women sitting at the iconic Shaheen Bagh 
dharna, are a part of the tactics to further their propaganda.

Art has also been used as a tool to radicalise people 
during the anti-CAA protests. This is a typical Leftist way of 
conducting protests. Poems, songs, graffiti and slogans have 
been abundantly used day and night at the 24-hour protest 
sites and marches. Islamic religious calls and Hindu phobic 
slogans have been spoken under the garb of opposing CAA, 
such as ‘Tera mera rishta kya, la illaha illah llah’ (Invoking 
Muslim brotherhood), ‘Allah hu Akbar’ (There is no God but 
Allah), ‘Hindutva ki kabar khudegi, Hinduon se azadi (The 
grave for Hindutva will be dug. Freedom from Hindus), etc. 
Hindu religious symbols too have been insulted during anti-
CAA protests.

Secessionist slogans have been amply used, like ‘Bharat 
Mata se azadi’ (Freedom from India), ‘Kashmir ki azadi’ 
(Freedom for Kashmir), ‘Jinnah wali azadi’ (The Jinnah type of 
freedom), etc. The Free Kashmir placard was held by protesters 
in Mumbai. Pakistan Zindabad was shouted at an anti-CAA 
protest programme. Faiz Ahmed Faiz’s poem, ‘Hum Dekhenge’ 
too has been used to fuel controversy. Small children are being 
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radicalised and their minds being poisoned. Hundreds of 
hate speeches at anti-CAA protests have added to the hatred 
building up during these months.

Meanwhile, the ecosystem of Left-liberals in media and 
academia has tried to build a fake narrative in the international 
media that the CAA is an anti-Muslim law and the present union 
government is anti-Muslim. However, it has become evident 
now that the CAA is just an opportunity to vent piled-up angst 
against the huge victory of the NDA government in May 2019 
and the bold steps taken by it afterwards, the most important 
being setting aside Articles 370 and 35-A and making instant 
triple talaq illegal. The Supreme Court judgement on the long-
pending Ayodhya issue in favour of Ram Janambhoomi has 
created additional anti-government issues.

Conclusion

Though the protesters tried to make anti-CAA protests 
an all-religion activity, eventually most of them remained 
Muslim protests with extreme religious sloganeering. From a 
secular-looking movement, it became an exclusively Muslim 
movement. Non-Muslims were embarrassed by hard-hitting 
Islamic slogans. Efforts were aimed at making it look like a 
secular affair but ultimately, hatred fed through protests led 
to communal violence and rioting. Anti-CAA, anti-NRC, anti-
NPR protests eventually became a protest against all other 
religions of the country, anti-police, anti-government and 
anti-India. Questioning the integrity of the country became 
the norm and police was targeted time and again as a ‘tool of  
state oppression’.

Dissent and protesting is fine. However, under the garb 
of anti-CAA protests, demeaning Hindu symbols is wrong. 
Shouting separatist and secessionist slogans against the 
country clearly fuels fissiparous forces. Vandalising public and 
private property and attacking the police leads to lawlessness. 
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Heavy doses of extreme Islamic fundamentalism during these 
months have poisoned some Muslim minds to the extent that 
the protests which began with the chanting of the Preamble to 
the Constitution have culminated in the killings of poor people 
belonging to scheduled communities. ‘Samvidhan bachao, 
desh bachao’ (Save the Constitution, save the country) protests 
have culminated in the mob lynching of Vinod Kashyap, a 
scheduled caste person, and the shooting of Dinesh Khatik, 
another scheduled caste person, by rioters in North East 
Delhi on 24 February 2020. Sharpshooting from high-rise 
buildings (reminiscent of happenings in Egypt and Syria) in 
the neighbourhood and the brutal killing of IB officer Ankit 
Sharma are the unfortunate fallout of a coordinated strategy to 
politicise a government policy. The protests which began with 
photos of Mahatma Gandhi and Dr B.R. Ambedkar and the 
unfurling of the Tricolour sadly ended with the Tricolour being 
used in making petrol bombs and torching shops and houses. 
The iconic Shaheen Bagh Model, the symbol of resistance, 
eventually culminated in and set the stage for communal 
violence. The biggest fake narrative on the CAA has resulted 
in violence, a first of its kind in Delhi in contemporary times.
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F O U R

The Prelude:  
Violence in Universities

Introduction 

The CAB 2019 received assent from the president of India 
on 12 December 2019 and became an Act. The CAA 

came into force on 10 January 2020. Between these two dates, 
i.e., 12 December 2019 and 10 January 2020, four public 
university campuses in India—JMI, DU and JNU in Delhi, and 
Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) in Aligarh, UP—saw violent 
protests. Initially centred on the CAA, these protests eventually 
became sites for mobilisation along a distinct Left–Jihadi 
ideological pattern. This chapter examines these university 
protests in detail.

Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) and Aligarh Muslim 
University (AMU)

Both Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) and Aligarh Muslim 
University(AMU) have a long history, tracing back to colonial 
India. The AMU had originated as Madarsatul Uloom, a 
seminary, in 1875 and evolved into the Muhammadan Anglo 
Oriental College. In 1920, the Indian Legislative Council set 
up AMU and all the assets of the college were thus transferred 
to it.1 JMI was set up by Hakim Ajmal Khan and prominent 
philanthropists in 1920. In 1988, it became a central university 
by an Act of parliament.2 Both institutions are funded by the 
central government and are designated as ‘minority institutions’. 
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Likewise, DU, too, is a centrally funded University with a 
number of constituent affiliated colleges.

Large-scale violence in JMI and AMU started on 15 
December 2019. Three days prior, on 12 December, an anti-
CAA programme was organised in AMU in which Yogendra 
Yadav, a former member of AAP, too had addressed the 
gathering.3 The very next day, on 13 December 2019, anti-
CAA protest marches were organised by AMU’s students  
and teachers. 

There was similar tension at the JMI campus as well. 
Having dissenting views or holding peaceful protests on any 
issue is not a new thing in any university. However, whatever 
happened on 15 December 2019 at the Jamia campus made it a 
black Sunday. It was on this day that violence occurred at two 
places in the neighbouring area of New Friends Colony, as well 
as outside and inside the campus.

The Manifestation and Sequence of the Violence

A few hundred anti-CAA protesters had gathered at the 
anti-CAA protest organised outside the JMI gate on 15 
December 2019. The protest was characterised by speeches 
and sloganeering. The area member of the legislative assembly 
(MLA) from AAP, Amanatullah Khan too addressed the 
protesters in Jamia Nagar less than two kilometres from the 
gates of JMI.4

His speeches on that day were extremely provocative. He 
referred to communal riots since 1947 claiming that Muslim 
suffered the brunt of the violence. He claimed that had Muslims 
come on the streets in earlier episodes of communal violence, 
subsequent episodes would not have happened. He was heard 
asking the crowd to reflect on the reasons why Muslims 
who ruled India for a thousand years were now paupers. He 
further claimed that it was getting difficult for Muslims in 
India to live, wear their traditional clothes, protect places of 
worship.  Distorted facts were shared about the CAA and the 
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Muslim community was made to believe that the newly passed 
legislation was against them and their citizenship. Violence 
broke out in a five kilometres radius of his speech.

Meanwhile, a crowd had also come out on roads from 
nearby Jamia Nagar. It gathered on the New Friends Colony 
Road, a residential colony in the vicinity. All of a sudden the 
crowd became aggressive as it shouted anti-CAA and azadi 
slogans. They had stones and sticks in their hands. It was 
apparent that the crowd was not there for a peaceful protest 
but with the intention of inciting violence. Arson and vandalism 
continued as their numbers kept on swelling. The crowd set 
ablaze four public buses and many private vehicles. The fire 
tender vehicle and the personnel who came to extinguish the 
fire were attacked and injured. It was a huge crowd and it could 
not be ascertained whether they were students or outsiders. 
Some of the rioters had masked their faces.5 They were freely 
roaming on the colony road and were creating mayhem. They 
targeted public buses, private vehicles and police vehicles 
too. The road was blocked and traffic could not move. The 
passengers travelling in buses were scared. Some videos with 
vandalised buses and broken windows were also shared in  
the media.

Outside the university gate too, the protesters became 
aggressive and violent. They started pelting stones at police 
personnel. As in Friends Colony, here, too, the police fired 
tear-gas shells and the crowd was baton-charged to make it 
disperse. Some people from the crowd picked up tear-gas shells 
from the road and hurled them back at the police. As the police 
tried to nab them, instead of retreating, they ran inside the 
campus. Some of the stone-pelting crowd was already inside 
the campus. As the police followed them inside, they tried 
to run away in different directions. A majority of them ran 
towards the university’s library, the Dr Zakir Husain Library. 
The police followed them and in the course of trying to nab 
them, lathi charged them there.
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This is the entire sequence of events as it happened in Jamia 
on 15 December 2019. Police action led to media speculations 
that the police had entered the Jamia campus by force and lathi 
charged the students. It was projected that the police assaulted 
innocent students sitting and studying in the library. However, 
after around a month of the incident, in mid-January, the police 
and media outlets came out with video footage from inside and 
outside the Jamia campus that pointed to a different reality. 
The videos had the date and time marked on them as they 
were collected from CCTV footage from multiple locations. 
Meanwhile, a tussle between the university administration 
and the police was reported over handing over the footage to 
the police department. However,  some media houses shared 
multiple videos to establish the facts of the 15 December 
incidents for the time between 4.30pm to 6.30pm.

The dots were joined and eventually, the design came out. 
It also offered the police some proof to corroborate what it 
had been claiming regarding the reason for their entry into 
the campus. They had been saying that the aim of the forces 
was chasing the rioters and trying to nab them. The videos 
showed that a crowd gathered at the Jamia gate at 4.56pm. 
In a few seconds, they entered the campus. This was a crowd 
that, included some masked men. After about 10 minutes, 
at 5.10pm, they were seen pelting stones at the police from 
inside the campus. The police fired tear-gas shells. Some of the 
rioters picked up the shells and hurled them back at the police 
personnel. At around 6pm, a huge crowd gathered at gate 
number 4 of the university and attacked the police with stones. 
At the same time, some masked men were seen roaming around 
inside the campus. They blocked the police from entering and 
continued pelting stones. At 6.20pm, a huge crowd gathered 
at the gate and entered the campus, and was followed by the 
police who were seen chasing them. While some of the rioters 
retreated into the campus, others ran in different directions 
with the cops on their heels. They entered the Dr Zakir Husain 
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Library; this crowd also included some masked men. It is at 
this point, inside the library that the police lathi charged them; 
this portion of the video, of around 23 seconds, had been 
shared widely by the protesters and media. Another CCTV 
video showed a huge stone being broken into smaller pieces to 
be hurled at the police.

It was proved that rioters had taken shelter in the university 
library which had led police to take action. They had indulged 
in violence and arson and came inside the university to hide, 
pretending to be students and escape a crackdown. As their 
identities were verified on the basis of videos, many of them 
turned out to be outsiders. None among the 10 who were 
arrested by the police was a student.

The police claimed that the violence was not spontaneous 
but was well planned. The protesters/rioters had the intention 
to be aggressive. The MoS (Home), G. Kishan Reddy, stated in 
the Lok Sabha that the Jamia violence led to the injury of 62 
police personnel and 127 other people including students. Four 
public buses were torched and some police vehicles vandalised 
and torched. Traffic was disrupted, including metro services on 
the route.

This is what he mentioned in his written reply to Lok 
Sabha: 

As reported by Delhi Police, they entered the University Campus 
chasing the violent congregation of students/ mob, to nab/ disperse 
the offenders, control the situation and to protect the Government 
property as well as saving the lives of innocent students residing in 
the Campus area.6

Some political leaders and persons associated with some 
organisations were named in the charge-sheet filed by the Delhi 
police in February 2020. Delhi’s AAP MLA, Amanatullah 
Khan, was alleged to have addressed a huge gathering and 
incited the crowd. Violence allegedly began immediately after 
this speech. While Khan had given his speech in Shaheen Bagh, 
he had been active in various points in Jamia Nagar on 15 
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December 2019. The resulting violence radiated out to many 
points in the area.

The names of other people who were alleged to have 
incited protesters were local youth leader Ashu Khan; former 
Congress MLA, Asif Khan; Karim Usman from Chhatra Yuva 
Sangharsh Samiti (CYSS), the student body of AAP; Chandan 
Kumar from the All-India Students’ Association (AISA) and 
others. Later on, Sharjeel Imam, a PhD student from JNU, was 
also booked for his inflammatory speeches at Jamia and later 
at AMU, as well as distributing pamphlets with distorted facts 
in mosques on 14 and 15 December. His speech at AMU to 
block the ‘chicken neck’ of India (the Northeast) from the rest 
of the country was taken seriously by law enforcement and he 
was arrested from Bihar. More than an hour after the violent 
protests in the Jamia vicinity ended, AMU students started 
a protest outside their campus, to show that they stood in 
solidarity with Jamia ‘students’. The protesters broke the police 
cordon and the same pattern of stone pelting was followed in 
AMU too. The police, too, responded, firing tear-gas shells to 
disperse the crowd.7

However, in AMU, contrary to the Jamia incident, the 
police had entered the campus after it received the request to 
do so from the university authorities. The police had followed 
a standard operating procedure in the case. They claimed to 
have been forced to use mild baton charging to disperse the 
violent crowd.

The Urban Naxal Organisational Networks and  
Their Responses

As per the Urban Naxal manual on work in urban areas, a 
number of front organisations, youth and cultural groups, 
human rights fronts have been created by Maoist organisations 
in urban areas in the past few decades. Many of these 
organisations have networks that feed into universities and 
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colleges. This is in line with the ‘Strategy and Tactics of the 
Indian Revolution’ document outlining the theoretical design 
of the Maoists for an Indian communist revolution. This 
document clearly explains that Urban Naxalism has roots not 
only in universities but also in the media and among the police 
and lawyers. This is the network that got activated after the 
violence in Jamia and AMU.

Articles were written in the national as well as international 
media to internationalise the issue in a two-pronged manner—
one, that an anti-Muslim law had been passed in India and 
second, that the state police under the Hindutva Modi 
government had attacked innocent students in universities. 
That the central government was exercising violence against 
minorities became the headlines. ‘India Police Storms Jamia’, 
was the headline on 16 December 2019 of a news report on the 
Al Jazeera website.8

The focus remained on how the ‘anti-student’, ‘anti-people’ 
government had illegally entered the university campus and used 
aggression to terrorise hapless students. It was projected that 
the right to protest was being crushed through brutal assaults. 
A planned attack on education was taking place to silence 
people who held a different view from that of the government. 
Selective videos were shared to set the larger narrative. As 
mentioned in the previous section, an edited 23-second video 
of footage inside the Dr Zakir Husain Library in Jamia Milia 
Islamia was first shared which showed police lathi charging 
‘students’ sitting in the reading hall of the library.

While the violence in Jamia and AMU was clearly street 
violence that could have been a grave public law and order 
issue, groups allied to Left political parties organised and 
mobilised an emergency protest demonstration for Jamia 
students at the Delhi police headquarters, at ITO at 9pm on 
the same night. Social media was used extensively to mobilise 
the students from AISA, Students’ Federation of India (SFI) 
and other such politically affiliated students’ groups, as well 
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as the faculty of DU, JNU, JMI, Ambedkar University and civil 
society members who were similarly aligned.

Facebook and WhatsApp were used extensively to create 
stories of police brutality and also to somehow link the police 
department with parties and groups affiliated to the central 
government. This was a common strategy, seen very often in 
these protests and the next few months held what can only be 
called ‘Facebook and WhatsApp kangaroo courts’. Facebook 
profiles of students belonging to the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP), the student’s wing of the BJP, would be 
picked up, with the display picture circled. This would be 
superimposed with the face of a member of the police personnel 
claiming that the ruling party had infiltrated police ranks.9 
University faculty members and students who did not agree 
with anti-CAA positions were hounded and singled out.10

Many WhatsApp groups, Facebook pages and Twitter 
handles were created instantly. Several rumours and fake news 
related to the CAA and NRC, in addition to lies related to 
incidents in Jamia, were shared to instigate and mobilise. Hate 
messages were created and circulated.

On the night of 15 December, a message was shared that 
a boy named Shakeel had been killed by the cops in the JMI 
campus. It was later revealed that this news was fake. The 
forthcoming assembly elections on 8 February in Delhi made 
things worse as political parties pitched in to use the Jamia 
incidence to their advantage. The Delhi deputy chief minister 
Manish Sisodia shared a very irresponsible tweet on Twitter 
on 15 December 2019, claiming that public buses torched 
by rioters were set ablaze by the police itself. He added that 
the Delhi police was working on behest of the BJP (the ruling 
political party at the centre). AAP members Atishi Marlena 
and Sanjay Singh, too, shared the same video. It was later 
speculated that this was possibly a fake narrative manufactured 
to demonise the Delhi police and the ruling party at the centre. 
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The very next day it turned out that the video was not of the 
same buses torched in the rioting.

The Nature of Political Mobilisation in the  
Anti-CAA Violence 

On the night of 15 December itself, ‘Rise in Rage’ programmes 
were organized by organisations that largely fall under the 
Left-Trade union spectrum. It has already been mentioned 
that the JNU Students’ Union (JNUSU) issued a statement 
appealing everyone to reach the police headquarters at 9pm 
on 15 December 2019 at ITO. A number of other pre-existing 
umbrella organisations like All India Save Education issued 
statements against the Jamia incident.11 The cadre of this 
umbrella organization comprises activists from the Students 
Federation of India (SFI), Birsa Ambedkar Phule Students’ 
Association (BAPSA) and other left organisations. A social 
media campaign with the hashtag #shutdowncapital was 
launched.

Another umbrella organisation, the National Alliance of 
People’s Movements (NAPM) issued press statements against 
the Jamia violence. The ideological spectrum of organisations 
under this umbrella is largely Left-progressive. It has a clear 
stand against the BJP, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) and whoever falls under their definition of fascist. This 
organisation had also written a lot against the Ayodhya case 
judgement and called it an assault on the secular fabric of  
the Constitution.12

NAPM had been active in anti-CAA programmes in 
Mumbai, Shimla, Dharmshala, the Lal Qila to Shaheed Park 
March on 19 December 2019, the Preamble reading at India 
Gate on 16 December 2019, the protest against the Jamia, 
AMU police violence at Lucknow, the Rise in Rage Protest 
against the attack on students and faculty of Jamia and AMU 
and some more. On the same night of 15 December 2019, 
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the Delhi Minorities Commission sought information of 
victims of protests. A complaint was filed with the National 
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) against the Delhi police. 
Meanwhile, support from Oxford and Harvard University was 
also arranged.13 For a few days, stories of Jamia violence and 
police brutality and the narrative of how innocent students 
were targeted went around in the national and international 
media. Much was written and said on how it was an attack 
on the autonomy of a university, on intellectual free space, etc.

Apart from the left spectrum, the CYSS, the student wing 
of AAP, was also active in campus protests initially. There were 
a number of political activists of the Congress Party who were 
also a regular part of anti-CAA protests in December 2019 and 
thereafter.14

Ironically, a few days later, on 5 January 2020, when 
violence broke out in the JNU campus, the Delhi police did not 
enter the premises as it waited for permission from the JNU 
administration. The same network that questioned the police 
in the case of Jamia and AMU was now asking the Delhi police 
that why did it wait for JNU administration’s permission to 
enter the campus.

The legal position on police action in university campuses 
is very clear. Law enforcement agencies including the police 
are empowered to enter any public space where there is 
violation of law and danger to public peace. All sections 
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) are valid on university 
campuses and other educational spaces. However, the police 
department typically coordinates this action with university 
and college administrations as a matter of mutual respect and 
understanding.15

The violence in January in JNU was also an outcome 
of the sustained hysteria around the CAA and over a fee 
rationalisation in the university. Predictably, the violence 
caused an escalation of the hysteria in Urban Naxal networks, 
ranging from affiliated political parties to the judiciary and ex-
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bureaucrats. The Left-aligned media also called it the ‘night 
of long rods’16 in an attempt to somehow bring in the fascist 
regime narrative.

Action at Courts

The network of Urban Naxalism runs through the judiciary 
primarily in the form of human rights activism and the civil 
liberties spectrum. This is in keeping with the larger theory of 
Urban Naxalism elaborated in previous chapters.
On the legal front, Prashant Bhushan, Indira Jaisingh and 
other advocates filed six petitions in the Supreme Court on 
16 December 2019. However, the Supreme Court asked 
the petitioners to approach respective high courts of their 
jurisdiction. CJI Bobde stated: 

Supreme Court is not the place to establish facts.… Go to the Courts 
where you can establish facts. We are not a trial Court. We will 
not be establishing facts. You should be knowing this. Why were 
we approached…? If buses have been burnt, why will FIRs not to  
be filed?17

The Delhi High Court was then approached to seek interim 
relief from judicial arrests in the cases related to the violence 
on the Jamia campus, but the high court did not pronounce 
any interim relief. A petition was also filed in the Allahabad 
High Court to investigate the AMU anti-CAA violence through 
the formation of a court-monitored committee.  The case was 
listed for 2 January 2020. However, the high court did not pass 
any order on the petition. On 6 January, the court directed 
the NHRC to probe into the AMU incidence of violence and 
submit a report by 17 February 2020.

The NHRC recommended action against policemen and on 
the basis of this recommendation, the Allahabad High Court 
ordered the university, the police and the state government 
to submit a compliance report by 25 March 2020. A petition 
was filed by the registrar of Jamia Millia as well. The Delhi 
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police submitted in the court that it was constrained to enter 
the campus to contain violence, protect and rescue innocent 
students and ensure normalcy. The affidavit mentioned that 
the police, being a professional force, showed maximum 
restraint and, despite provocation by the protesters, used  
minimum force.

The police also submitted that local leaders and politicians 
had instigated the protesters who were armed with lathis, 
stones, petrol bombs, and tube lights. The intentions from the 
very beginning were not those of a peaceful protest. The police 
further stated that it tried to disperse the crowds but instead, in 
what seemed like a strategy, the protesters entered the campus 
to use it as a shield. Before entering the campus, the police 
kept making announcements from loudspeakers to maintain 
law and order but the unruly mob did not pay any attention 
to it. They entered the campus and started pelting stones, tube 
lights, etc. On the other hand, the matter in Delhi High Court 
was to be heard on 7 April 2020.

One petition was filed by an injured JMI student, asking 
for compensation. The court set 27 May 2020 as a deadline 
for the Delhi police, the Delhi government and the centre to 
submit their report.

The Role of the PFI and Radical Fundamentalist Muslim 
Groups in the Violence on Campuses

The police has claimed that 150 PFI members had arrived in the 
Jamia area two days before the violence and had an active role 
in the violence on 15 December 2019 in the Jamia university 
vicinity. It has also been reported in the media that some PFI 
offices have opened up in the vicinity of Shaheen Bagh in recent 
years and their activities increased considerably in the lead up 
to the anti-CAA protests in the area.

On 23 December 2019, the UP police arrested the PFI’s 
UP head, Waseem, the treasurer, Ashfaq and another member, 
Nadeem.
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The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has made startling 
claims that PFI provided Rs120 crore financial support to fund 
the anti-CAA protests. It has reported that the bank accounts 
of advocates Kapil Sibal and Indira Jaisingh had direct transfers 
from the PFI and bank accounts of organisations affiliated to 
it, though both of them have denied it.

It has been mentioned previously that some of the slogans 
which were raised at the protest sites of both the campuses, 
like ‘Naara e takbeer, Allah hu Akbar’ (The slogan of Allah 
is greatest) and ‘Tera mera rishta kya, la ilaha illallah’ (What 
is the relationship between you and me, that of the belief that 
Allah is the greatest) are part of the Islamic Shahada, which 
is the Muslim declaration of faith in Allah. Further slogans 
like ‘Hinduon se azadi’ (Freedom from Hindus), ‘Hindutva se 
azadi’ (Freedom from Hindutva), etc., had nothing to do with 
the Constitution or the CAA.

Action by the University Administration 

The chief proctor of JMI, Waseem Ahmad Khan, issued a 
statement that the police had entered the campus forcefully 
and had attacked the students and the staff.

‘Police entered the campus by force, no permission was 
taken. Staff members and students were beaten up and forced 
to leave the campus,’ the chief proctor said.18

The agitating students surrounded vice chancellor  Najma 
Akhtar’s office, demanding the registration of an FIR against 
the Delhi police in connection with the violence on the campus. 
Akhtar told the students that the process to register an FIR will 
begin. ‘Don’t ask me exact dates. When I said today that FIR 
will happen, that means it will happen,’ she said.19

The vice chancellor confirmed the entry of outsiders into 
the campus as she reported that 750 fake identity cards were 
recovered from the campus. This also corroborates the police 
claim that all the 10 protesters/rioters arrested by the police 
were ‘outsiders’.
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After the news of the police attack on Jamia Millia 
students started filtering over social media, AMU students 
came out spontaneously in solidarity. In the evening, the 
students started gathering at the library canteen and moved 
towards the main gate, Bab-e-Syed, where most of the protests 
usually take place. The administration called for the police 
in view of the tension and violence on the campus happening 
in the university. A heavy contingent of police, supported by 
the Rapid Action Force (RAF), was thus deployed. The police 
confronted the protesters and the students were forced back 
into their hostels. Internet services were suspended. After the 
15 December incident, the administration suspended classes 
and examinations till 5 January 2020. Later, the hostels were 
asked to be vacated. The AMU proctor, Professor Afifullah 
Khan said that some security personnel had been injured in 
stone-pelting near the gate. The AMU administration put up 
notices refraining students from taking part in any protests 
within 100 metres of the campus. A one-man judicial enquiry 
was set up by the university administration under V.K. Gupta, 
former chief justice of the Jharkhand High Court to investigate.

Out of the 26 persons arrested in connection with AMU 
violence, only 8 were students while the others were outsiders. 
According to the police, 1,000 students were booked for the 15 
December violence at AMU and were charged under various 
sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Conclusion

The sequence of events that started at the universities  to 
mobilise and instigate crowds through religious polarisation 
by playing the minority and the victim cards, and the effort 
to discredit the police were early moves in a carefully crafted 
strategy. It unfolded subsequently in the high media visibility 
and Constitution-spouting phase of the strategy that was seen 
at the protest sites at Shaheen Bagh and other places that came 
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up immediately thereafter, and are dealt with in detail in the 
next chapter. One will see how the strategy changed and shifted 
to bring in Urban Naxal–Jihadi elements, tried to build a larger 
constituency using art and other elements, swore allegiance to 
constitutional values but articulated hatred and polarisation. 
While the sites remained university inspired, the tactics had 
changed. Anti-CAA hysteria was built by instigating a fear 
psychosis among the minority community. The link with the 
Delhi elections that were about a month away at that time is 
something that can easily be inferred. This second phase of 
entrenched protest sites was to ultimately give way to the Delhi 
riots at the end of February, which will also be examined in a 
subsequent chapter in detail. The unfolding of the strategy and 
its regrettable outcome is a sad commentary on the way the 
Urban Naxal–Jihadi elements operate to further their ends.
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F I V E

The Interlude:  
The Shaheen Bagh Model

Introduction

The first phase of the events could be observed in university 
campuses at AMU, JMI, JNU and DU on 15 December 

2019. Large-scale street rioting by crowds comprising students 
and local elements led to severe police action. This was followed 
by the second phase that is the establishment of Shaheen Bagh 
and other protest sites all across Delhi. The activity at these 
protest sites continued till 15 February 2020. This chapter 
looks at this interregnum between the establishment of these 
sites and the eruption of violence in North East Delhi. Anti-
CAA protest sites entered a different phase of activity from the 
last week of January to the last week of February. This was 
a phase when these sites all over Delhi were cultivated into 
sites of division. A well-networked, university-based Urban 
Naxal–Jihadi network spread out into these areas. Their allied 
organisations and individuals ranging from artists to poets 
used the anti-CAA protest sites to drum up anti-government, 
anti-Hindu hysteria.

This was also the phase in which elections in Delhi were 
held. The effects of election campaigning and the role of the 
dharna sites therein will be examined in detail. This was also 
the time when anti-CAA election speeches made by leaders of 
political parties outside Delhi impacted the atmosphere of the 
Delhi assembly elections.
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State Assembly Elections in Delhi

Elections to the state assembly in Delhi were announced on 6 
January. Since 2014, elections in Delhi have been a high-octane 
battle between the BJP, the INC and the AAP. In 2015, AAP 
had won 67 out of 70 seats, 3 seats going to the BJP. Congress 
could not open its account. Regarding issues in 2020 elections, 
apart from the smog, dirty water, very bad sewage system, 
overpopulated Delhi, ‘Shaheen Bagh’ became a major poll 
issue. Since 15 December 2019, i.e., after the CAA was passed 
by both the houses of parliament, Shaheen Bagh became the 
major site for protest against this law. It was a long-drawn-out 
protest with its share of fame and discredit.

The fact that the anti-CAA protests and Shaheen Bagh 
were to be pitched as a Hindu–Muslim issue became evident 
when videos of Amanatullah Khan, AAP MLA from the Okhla 
constituency, of which Shaheen Bagh is a part, went viral on 
social media. In these videos, he was seen inciting the Muslims 
gathered, in the Okhla area in large numbers with claims that, 
after CAA, Modi will not allow Muslims to wear skull caps 
or keep beards. There will be a ban on the burkha. There will 
be no permission for the azan in mosques to be heard over 
loudspeakers and no allowances for mikes. He was also caught 
on camera saying that Muslims have ruled India for a thousand 
years.1 A complaint was also filed against him for inciting the 
public to violence and vandalism.

Waris Pathan, the All-India Majlis-e-Ittahadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) leader from Maharashtra, made a speech in 
Karnataka, saying that even though there were only 15 crore 
Muslims, they could overpower the 100 crore Hindus. The 
BJP was equated with Hindu and the AAP with a party for 
Muslims.2

That vote-bank politics was being played out on the pretext 
of CAA and Shaheen Bagh was the election pitch taken by the 
BJP. Prime Minister Modi, during the election campaign, said 
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that Shaheen Bagh was an ‘experiment’ which was particularly 
designed to destroy the Nation’s harmony. The party firmly 
took the stand that the Shaheen Bagh and anti-CAA protests 
were being manipulated by rival parties to create and deepen a 
social fault line in Delhi.3

This war was fought across all fronts, including very 
vigorously on social media platforms such as Facebook, 
WhatsApp, Twitter and several others. This was the pitch 
occupied by Anurag Thakur, Yogi Adityanath, Parvesh Verma 
and Home Minister Amit Shah.

Sonia Gandhi and Congress leaders were seen addressing 
people and telling them that it was their last chance to come 
out on the streets and capture public areas. She called it as an 
‘aar-paar ki ladai’ (a fight to the finish).4

In a tweet, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi said: ‘It’s not 
good enough just to feel for India. At times like these, it’s 
critical to show that you’re Indian and won’t allow India to 
be destroyed by hatred.’ Rahul Gandhi said, ‘Don’t be afraid. 
Congress party is with you’.5 Mani Shankar Aiyar, another 
Congress leader, without naming anyone, said, ‘I am ready for 
whatever sacrifices that need to be made. We will see whose 
hands are stronger, ours or that killer’s [referring to Modi and 
Amit Shah]’.6

‘Attack on students is a blot on the nation,’ Shashi 
Tharoor remarked in the media, showing his support for anti-
CAA Protests at Jamia and Shaheen Bagh.7 People in the film 
industry also joined the wagon of hatemongers. Bollywood 
actress Swara Bhasker gave statements like ‘Government fuels 
hatred in society’. She came out in favour of Shaheen Bagh, 
saying on camera that uniformed men had been looting and 
killing unarmed Muslims.8

Left activist Harsh Mander addressed a crowd at Jamia 
saying that they had no faith in the Supreme Court as it had 
not upheld the ideals of secularism in case of recent judgements 
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like Article 370, triple talaq, Ram Janambhoomi, etc. It seems 
as though courts and the parliament cannot decide these issues. 
They have to be decided on the streets.9

Videos of small kids surfaced, where they were shown 
saying things about Modi and Amit Shah: ‘Woh hamein desh 
se nikaal denge … hamein detention camp mein bhej denge’ 
(The prime minister and the home minister will throw us out 
of the country … and will send us to detention camps). Many 
such videos showed children raising azadi slogans, even saying 
‘Tera baap bhi dega azadi’ (a disrespectful colloquialism that 
roughly translates to even your father will give us freedom). 
Visuals of several children being present at these protests 
were seen on social media. Parents and organisers of these 
protests and rallies dragged children (who were unaware about 
agitations) to these manifestations. Even the children’s rights 
body, the National Commission or Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) took cognisance of the matter and issued an order to 
the district magistrate of the area to identify the children and 
send them for counselling.10

These videos were widely circulated on social media and 
also covered in primetime debates by the mainstream media. 
Rhetoric and the blame game were at an all-time high. Videos 
and interviews also showed that the protesting women knew 
nothing about the CAA or the NRC. They had been told that 
this law was anti-Muslim and that all Muslims would have to 
leave the country if they could not prove their citizenship. No 
effort was made to educate them as to what the law was about 
and who it was for.

Arvind Kejriwal, being the clever politician that he 
is, proved smarter and changed his strategy for the Delhi 
elections. He knew that taking sides on the Shaheen Bagh issue 
will be suicidal for him. Thus, he avoided this controversy. He 
downplayed the statement of his deputy chief minister, who 
had spoken in support of Shaheen Bagh. He, in fact, largely 
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avoided the issue and even when forced to make a statement, 
said that it was largely an issue of the union government.

Kejriwal stopped attacking Modi, the union government, 
the Election Commission, the lieutenant governor,  electronic 
voting machines (EVMs), etc. He stopped spitting venom at 
them. He projected himself as the son of Delhi who was always 
available. He announced freebies—free water, electricity, bus 
rides, sewage connection, teerth yatras, etc., for the people in 
Delhi. He steered clear of the Shaheen Bagh issue by neither 
commenting on it nor visiting it. In fact, he cleverly told the 
voters that they voted for Modi in the general elections but 
he had full faith that they will vote for his party in the Delhi 
assembly elections. While his party’s MLAs were polarising 
Muslim votes for him, he started going to temples to garner 
the Hindu votes, even reciting the Hanuman Chalisa on one 
of the TV channels. He played safe and used the victim card 
sometimes.11

This strategy worked. Amanatullah Khan, the candidate 
from his party from Shaheen Bagh area, won with a very high 
margin of over 70,000 votes. AAP won 62 out of 70 seats 
in Delhi, with BJP winning 8 seats.12 The Congress neither 
focused on the national nor the local issues. They never put up 
a fight and seemed to be less interested in winning itself and 
more interested in ensuring a defeat for the BJP. It only put up 
some banners and posters that focused on the past glory under 
Sheila Dikshit, the late former chief minister of Delhi from  
the Congress.

Thus, while the BJP highlighted the dangerous experiment 
of Shaheen Bagh, Congress leaders called these anti-CAA 
protests ‘aar-paar ki ladai’. Kejriwal strategically underplayed 
it while his MLAs like Amanatullah Khan and others spread 
hate and polarised the city. It is imperative to understand that 
the anti-CAA protests had an important impact on the Delhi 
elections.
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The Establishment and the Spread of the Shaheen Bagh 
Protest Site

Shaheen Bagh is a recent establishment in the maze of small 
colonies that comprise Jamia Nagar. Settled in 1985 from plots 
sold by the Hindu Gujjar community who owned agricultural 
land here, the area rapidly became a Muslim-majority one. 
Eighty bhigas (approximately 32 acres) of land was purchased 
by Shariq Ansarullah, who settled and named this area after 
a poem by Allama Iqbal, the spiritual founder of Pakistan. 
Ansarullah originally belongs to Rampur in UP. Hindus and 
some Sikhs who owned land here shifted out rapidly after 
the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992. Now the area 
has a mixed population, with a majority of the residents 
being Muslim. Many of them are students and teachers in 
neighbouring Jamia. Other than this, there are white-collar 
workers, shop owners and self-employed persons. Broadly, 
Shaheen Bagh can be characterised as a Muslim working-class 
neighbourhood. And it was established as a protest site on 15 
December 2019, after the violence in JMI on the same day.

The Blockage of Roads

The protesters at Shaheen Bagh blocked two carriageways on 
the GD Birla Road, a significant arterial road, disrupting a 
major entry point to the Kalindi Kunj Bridge. The 150-metre-
wide protest site included tents on one side, with the other 
side reinforced with grilles. Five barricades were placed by the 
police in the area subsequently, in the backdrop of firing by 
a man near the protest site at the beginning of February. A 
visit to the site shows that these barricades were absolutely 
valid to prevent utter chaos on Madanpur Khadar Road and 
the Mithapur–Molarband Road, which are smaller roads that 
carry huge traffic. The opening up of one carriageway was 
also not an option since this would lead to possible clashes 
and accidents, with protesters out on the road. Given that the 
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Shaheen Bagh protest site occupied a major arterial road, there 
was significant inconvenience to the public and emerged as a 
major law and order problem in the area.

Barricades were placed near the Okhla Bird Sanctuary 
(carriageway heading towards Delhi), the roundabout near the 
Kalindi Kunj Metro Station, on Kalindi Kunj Bridge (towards 
Delhi), Amrapali Road, GD Birla Marg (on both carriageways), 
Vishwasji Sadak (on both carriageways) and the loop near 
Apollo Hospital. As a result, traffic coming from Apollo 
Hospital towards Noida, from Faridabad towards Noida and 
from Noida towards Sarita Vihar in South Delhi had to face 
diversions. The Delhi Noida Direct (DND) Flyway, Mathura 
Road and Akshardham Road had become the alternate routes 
where commuters faced heavy jams during peak hours and 
slow vehicular movement the entire day.

Many times, affected locals would come out to protest in 
large numbers due to the daily frustration and disruption of 
their lives. The matter also reached the Supreme Court, which 
then appointed interlocutors to talk to the Shaheen Bagh 
protesters. Meanwhile, the daily grind for the locals continued 
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until eventually, the police cleared the road due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and the subsequent lockdown. 

The Women and Grandmothers of Shaheen Bagh

Tactically, women rapidly took the centre stage at Shaheen 
Bagh. The homemakers from the area formed the core of 
the protesting crowd, becoming the front lines of the protest 
and the faces for media interaction. The women came along 
with children of all ages. Female students also formed a part 
of the protesting crowds. High visibility was ensured by the 
protestors for some of the women, like Sarwari, 75, Bilkis, 82 
and Noor Nisha, 75, who came to be known as Shaheen Bagh 
ki dadiyan (grandmothers of Shaheen Bagh). With elections in 
Delhi looming, Shaheen Bagh became a focal point for media 
attention. The public of the area, however, did not manage to 
get relief either from the government, law enforcement agencies 
or the courts.

The Spread of the Network to Other Areas

Shaheen Bagh provided the template for similar protests 
at other sites in Delhi. On 19 December 2019, protests by 
women were initiated at the Seelampur Metro Station. As a 
result, entrance to seven metro stations in the area, including 
Seelampur, were closed—Johri Enclave, Shiv Vihar, Jaffrabad, 
Maujpur–Babarpur, Gokulpuri and Welcome. On 20 December 
2019, another protest site was established under the Inderlok 
Metro Station. And on the same day, a crowd of almost 40,000 
Muslims came out on Road Number 66 in Jaffrabad at 2.30am. 
This crowd was dispersed by the Delhi police with the help of 
the local ulema. Seelampur remained tense, with drones used 
for maintaining vigil. On 27 December 2019, the NIA busted 
an ISIS module in Seelampur. 

On 13 January 2020, anti-CAA protest sites were 
established at Khureji Khas in North East Delhi, and Khirki 
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Extension and Mahatma Gandhi Park in South Delhi. From 15 
January onwards, anti-CAA dharna sites were established at key 
locations in North East Delhi, i.e., at Seelampur, Kardampuri, 
Chand Bagh, Brijpuri, Noor-e-Ilahi, Khajuri Khas, Mustafabad 
and Jaffrabad.

The Location of Most Anti-CAA Protest Sites

The location of anti-CAA protest sites shows a distinctive 
pattern. Most of these sites are located in close vicinity of a 
local mosque. The Shaheen Bagh protest site is close to the 
Al-Habib Masjid. In Seelampur, the dharna site is close to the 
Madina Masjid. The Noorani Masjid overlooks the protest site 
at Khajuri Khas. At Bhajanpura the protest at Noor-e-Ilahi lay 
close to the Mohammadi Masjid. At Inderlok, the Badi Masjid 
is a few steps away from the dharna site. The Shastri Park 
dharna site is close to the Buland Masjid. At Bara Hindu Rao, 
the Masjid Jungle Wali overlooks the dharna site and at Hauz 
Rani, the Jameela Masjid Ahle Hadees cradles the dharna site.

It is very clear that these sites were chosen with care, with 
the intention of closely networking with the Muslim population 
of these areas and exploit fault lines.

Art as a Tool of Protest

In the backdrop of the anti-CAA protests, Delhi has seen the 
sudden upscaling of protest art. All over the city, protest sites 
were dominated by artists and poets who were performing 
before the protestors. The content of their art was hysterical 
and extremely inflammatory and amplified many times over. 
The amount of resources and technical expertise that were 
devoted to these amplified hysterical messages was enormous. 
One example was the techno-inflammatory assault of the 
poem, ‘Sab Yaad Rakha Jayega’ by Aamir Aziz. The content 
of the entire piece, the facial expressions of the performer, the 
music, the lights and the intensity are enough to freeze and 
shock any listener.13
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The constant relay of this message to an agitated minority 
with policy grievances against the government had laid the 
base for the Delhi riots. Such messages have been constantly 
relayed in different forms and mediums through different 
persons, ranging from gazal performances by Shubha Mudgal 
and performances by Prateek Kuhad to statements by Swara 
Bhasker, etc.

Protest artists must also reconsider the impact that their 
art has had on alienating a section of the minorities, bringing 
the city to the edge and the subsequent eruption into violence. 
While such performances may be personally rewarding 
for them in terms of visual traction, we strongly state that 
Communal Violence is No Art. The lives and blood of marginal 
communities are not subjects for art, poetry and photography. 
Subsequent calls for peace hold no legitimacy if any kind of 
art has been used for alienation and subsequent communal 
violence.
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Anti-Hindu Agitations at the CAA Protest Sites

Most of the anti-CAA protests sites in Delhi had a format that 
was copied extensively from the Shaheen Bagh model. Some 
posters and slogans were explicitly anti-CAA, anti-NRC and 
anti-NPR. There were posters of Babasaheb Ambedkar. Most 
of the posters and other media emerging from the protest sites 
were hinged on constitutionalism. There was a widespread 
display of the Indian national flag.

Some of the posters were explicitly anti-government, 
targeted specifically at Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah. Many of the posters were openly 
Hinduphobic and aimed at desecrating symbols that are sacred 
in Hinduism. There were efforts to appropriate typical symbols 
associated with Hindu culture as well, including visuals of 
bindi-sporting Hindu women wearing burkhas and the Hindu 
goddess Maa Kali wearing a hijab.

How Anti-CAA Protest Sites Were Violent  
and Undemocratic

Locals told us that protest sites across the road were a daily 
inconvenience. Loud slogans on loudspeakers at odd hours, 
sometimes beginning right from the morning or sometimes 
starting in the evening and continuing well into the night, 
caused daily disruption in the lives of residents.

Slogans with a distinctly Islamic tone were the norm, 
interspersed with calls for azadi. Speeches were made against 
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the CAA, the NRC, the NPR, the government and the police 
and were relayed at loud decibels running into odd hours at 
night. Kashmir figured prominently in speeches relayed from 
protest sites.

Most protests and dharna sites in the area were continuously 
relaying these speeches from the morning onwards. Towards 
the evening, these protests turned frenzied. Most locals said 
that the occupation of metro stations and roads occurred 
during rush hours to cause maximum inconvenience and 
disruption. At night, many azadi marches were normal in the 
area. These would start from key points in the mohalla or the 
gali (lane) and go on till another such point. These were usually 
held after 10pm. Such marches heightened tensions and fear 
among the locals.

While locals said that the right to protest is a democratic 
right, it definitely did not include the right to disrupt the 
lives of other citizens. Since December last year, it has been 
claimed that the protests against the CAA, the NRC and the 
NPR were democratic and organic. We have been told that 
peaceful high-decibel protests on public-funded university 

Brijpuri, North-East Delhi
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campuses and public roads are democratic protests. This is a 
narrative that has been adopted by the Urban Naxals–Jihadis 
and their Left-liberal fronts in the national and international 
media, civil society, political parties and the bureaucracy. The 
right to the freedom of expression of every protester, ranging 
from the intensely Islamic, hijab-clad agitators from JMI to 
Sharjeel Imam from JNU, is a topic of discussion and debate 
in all Left, Left-liberal, liberal and jihadi forums. However, we 
are compelled to ask: What are democratic protests?

Democratic protests are imbibed with the spirit of debate 
and discussion. In a democratic protest, the organisation 
leading it can be clearly identified. Such protests are conducted 
within the rule of law. They respect the right of persons 
who are not engaging in debate. Democratic protests cannot 
deliberately target and provoke a particular community that 
is largely peaceful and respects diversity. They cannot cause 
inconvenience to those who are not engaging in their debate. 
Protests in the democratic tradition cannot be based on a web 
of half-truths and blatant misinformation.

We found that the anti-CAA protests were neither 
democratic nor organic. It was observed that these protests 
have no single identifiable face or organisation that came across 
as leaders of the agitations. Thus, everyone in the protests 
claimed to be an independent voice, while the real planners 
remained in the background. The Shaheen Bagh protesters are 
at pains to deny any association with Sharjeel Imam, who is a 
major face in anti-CAA protests right since they were initiated. 
The anti-CAA protests have been violent, one-sided, irrational, 
disruptive, undemocratic and based on fear-mongering. There 
is not a single or even a group of leaders who represent the 
anti-CAA protests and who can be talked to in a democratic 
framework. Such protests also seem to have links with 
international Islamist organisations. The impeccable planning 
of these high-visibility protests also indicates the presence of 
huge foreign funds and the hand of foreign agencies.
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Evidence of the Involvement of Urban Naxal and  
Jihadi Organisations

Organic protests have organic formats and idioms. The Brijpuri 
Road right outside Arun Modern Senior Secondary School 
tells a story. Walls along the entire stretch are painted with 

Wall graffiti at a dharna site in Mustafabad clearly showing that the 
protest has been imposed by the Left.
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Wall of hate in Mustafabad.

slogans. The term ‘outsiders’, which we constantly heard in 
our fact-finding process acquires a new dimension on these so-
called walls of protest. The slogans on the walls on the protest 
site resemble a revolutionary political science format. The 
language seems imposed and totally out of context. The idiom 
seems to have been picked from some revolutionary manual 
discussed in a university classroom. The CAA, the NPR, the 
NRC, Kashmir, azadi all seem to have been foiled by themes 
of gender and patriarchy; the resultant cocktail seems to have 
been foisted on the walls of Brijpuri and all other sites that we 
visited. The emerging image of anxiety and psychosis defies  
all logic.

The debate cannot even engage critically with the issues 
mentioned above. We were compelled to study whether there 
was a pattern in these protests that were being witnessed in 
Delhi since at least 15 December last year.

Organisations Involved in Engineering Communal Riots 
in North East Delhi

The Shaheen Bagh demonstration site is a test case to 
understand the network that is hijacking protests by the Muslim 
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community, which may have grievances with government 
policies. In their Facebook posts, organisations like Pinjra Tod 
have been blamed by Shaheen Bagh organisers for constantly 
trying to interfere in their movement and trying to engineer 
violence on a mass scale. There is a large network of such 
organisations that have been trying to use policy contestation 
for engineering widespread communal disturbances.

Police Action during This Period

The period from 15 January to 20 February 2020 was the 
time when police action against anti-CAA protesters was at 
its minimum. Overall, the State was accommodative in dealing 
with these protests despite obvious public inconvenience at 
most places. 

Conclusion

A careful reading makes it clear how the carefully orchestrated 
events mentioned above eventually culminated in the Delhi 
riots. The attempts to polarise the people, with possible gains in 
an election, were escalated to a level where their metamorphosis 

Social media posts by organisers of Shaheen Bagh naming  
Pinjra Tod for engineering violence.
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to a violent situation was a foregone conclusion. The dangers 
of the narrative spun by an Urban Naxal–Jihadi ideology, and 
its explicit support by mainline political parties such as the 
Congress and some elements of the AAP are obvious when 
seen in the context of the terrible loss of life, limb and property 
in the violence witnessed by Delhi in the final phase of this 
building crescendo.

The elections for the Delhi assembly were held on 8 
February and the election results were announced on 11 
February. Immediately thereafter, the narrative started shifting 
to a more aggressive and confrontational phase. The possible 
plan was to attract international scrutiny during the visit of the 
president of USA, Donald Trump, to India towards the end of 
February. The agitation sites were propped up in areas with a 
mixed population. The organisers could not have missed the 
possibility of violence flaring up.

From 15 February onwards, most dharnas entered a 
violent, aggressive phase. Waris Pathan delivered his hate 
speech in Gulbarga in Karnataka on 20 February.

On 23 February, a crowd of around 4,000 anti-CAA 
protesters entered the Malviya Nagar market. In an extremely 
dangerous move, azadi slogans were raised in front of the 
Shiva temple there. Clashes with the police occurred when the 
anti-CAA protesters tried to block the road. The unfolding of 
the events clearly points to a well-crafted strategy aimed at 
achieving the agenda of the hatemongers, notwithstanding its 
cost in lives and livelihoods.
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S I X

The Finale: Riots in  
North East Delhi

Introduction 

The orchestrated strategy of the Urban Naxal–Jihadi 
elements shifted into high gear from mid-February. From 

15 February onwards, the strategy at the protest sites changed. 
The language and the posturing became more violent and 
aggressive, possibly in response to the hands-off approach 
taken by the government and the Delhi police. The timing 
was possibly inspired by the high media visibility and the 
possibility of internationalising the issue as President Trump 
was scheduled to visit India in the last week of February.1 The 
nature and format of the anti-CAA protests changed suddenly 
and an all-India, as well as a Delhi-specific pattern, emerged 
subsequently. This chapter describes the third and fourth 
phases of the Delhi riots.

Aggression Through Speeches 

As was the case during the previous phases, even at this stage, 
hate speeches formed a very important part in escalating the 
general atmosphere of violence and aggression in the anti-
CAA protests. On 17 February, Umar Khalid, a student leader, 
made a speech in Amravati in Maharashtra. In this speech, 
he exhorted the largely Muslim audience to come out in large 
numbers when the American president visited India.

I promise that when Donald Trump will visit India on  24 February, 
we will show how Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his government 
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is trying to divide the country and tearing apart the principles of 
Mahatma Gandhi.... We will come out on streets in huge numbers 
to tell [the US President] that people of India are fighting to bring 
everyone together.2

Khalid then paused and asked the crowd, ‘Will you come?’ 
The answer was a resounding ‘yes’. Khalid made this speech 
while addressing a rally in Maharashtra’s Amravati on 17 
February.

He also invoked the Ayodhya verdict and argued that 
Muslims did not revolt after the Supreme Court ruling. Inciting 
and misleading the mob, he further claimed that the Modi 
government brought the CAA to harm the Muslims. The CAA, 
however, doesn’t apply to Indian citizens.3

Escalation of Anti-CAA Protests in Delhi

Two major sites of anti-CAA protests were escalated on 22–23 
February. They were geographically far apart, yet the pattern 
in the escalation of the riots at these sites was eerily similar. 
One site was in South Delhi at Malviya Nagar and the other in 
North East Delhi.

On 23 February, a crowd of around 5,000 anti-CAA 
protesters from the protest site at Hauz Rani came out on 
the streets. They marched through the Malviya Nagar Police 
Station under a police escort. They raised azadi slogans on the 
way. In an extremely provocative move, they stood in front 
of the Shiva temple at Malviya Nagar and raised slogans for 
around 10 minutes. There were clashes with the police when 
they tried to block the main road there. Though they were 
restrained by police action, the same pattern was repeated 
successfully in Jaffrabad in North East Delhi.

Demography of North East Delhi

Before we deliberate on the site in North East Delhi where 
the Delhi riots happened, let us examine the demography 
of the area. As per the 2001 census data, it has the highest 
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population growth rate amongst all districts of Delhi. Further, 
it has the lowest literacy rate in Delhi. It has nine villages and 
hence there is some constituent rural population. Finally, this 
district also has the lowest rates of male and female work 
participation amongst the districts of Delhi, i.e., there is a lot 
of unemployment here. As per the data of 2011 census, it ranks 
first in population density amongst all Delhi districts at 35,166 
persons per square km. All this offers ready tinder for easy 
radicalisation.

There are a number of Salafi madrasas that have come up 
in the area. For instance, locals say that in the Bab ul Uloom 
Madrasa, Sharia courts are held on a regular basis. One of the 
main law and order issues identified through on-the-ground 
interviews was the presence of illegal poultry markets and 
illegal slaughter in many areas. For instance, as per ground 
reports, in Mustafabad area, 315 slaughterhouses were 
operating illegally. Residents have lodged their complaints 
with the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD). However, 
no action was reported to have been taken. 

The other issue here is the presence of illegal kabad (junk) 
markets, which is the mainstay of the economic operations in 
the neighbourhood. This is also the hub of stolen goods like 
mobiles and cars, where stolen cars are disassembled and sold.

The area is also prone to criminal activity, where snatchings 
occur all too frequently. The Mandoli Prisons Complex is a 
hub of drugs and crime. The North East district has nearly 
1,500 declared bad characters with the Seelampur–Jaffrabad 
belt reportedly being crime-infested. In areas like Kabir Nagar 
and Sunder Nagri, police raids are frequent.

Throughout our fact-finding process, locals, both Hindus 
and Muslims, reported that the population profile in the 
region had changed due to the influx of persons from UP. The 
outsiders have no deep links and permanent interests in the 
area and these were the people who comprised the bulk of 
dharna protesters at anti-CAA protest sites.
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Anti-CAA Dharna Sites in North East Delhi Were  
Not Peaceful

The details of dharna hotspots in Delhi have been given in 
the report submitted by the GIA to the government of India. 
In this section, we take a closer look at the day-to-day events 
in North East Delhi, with a comparison to what happened in 
South Delhi. After the riots, one of the main questions that 
we faced in the field in North East Delhi was if the dharna 
sites established in the area were peaceful. The other question 
that faced us was the nature of the action taken by the police  
in Delhi.

Data collected from the ground reveals that the dharna 
sites systematically established in Delhi since mid-December 
were far from peaceful. There were a total of 13 cases of 
rioting registered against anti-CAA protesters in the central, 
southern and eastern ranges of Delhi. Of these, from 16–20 
December, seven cases of rioting and violence against anti-
CAA protesters were registered in the eastern range itself. 
The riot-affected North East Delhi falls within this range.  
The locus of most of these rioting incidents by anti-CAA 
protesters was Road Number 66 (referred to by the locals 
as 66 Foota Road) connecting the Grant Trunk (GT) Karnal 
Road and Wazirabad Road. Violence in this period was 
concentrated between Seelampur and Jaffrabad. There were a 
number of hotspots on Road Number 66 which routinely saw 
violence. These included the Janta Colony, Kabir Nagar and 
Kardampuri. It is noteworthy that in all the seven incidents 
of violence in North East Delhi in December, the Delhi police 
was subject to intense stone pelting and public property was  
also destroyed.

Field data has shed important light on the incidents of 
violence in Jaffrabad on 17 and 20 December. On Tuesday, 
17 December, there were clashes between the Delhi police and 
anti-CAA protesters on the Seelampur–Jaffrabad stretch. After 
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tear-gassing by the police, the local leaders made several rounds 
of intense appeals to the crowd, which subsequently dispersed. 
The Delhi police then appealed to local leaders of the area to 
help maintain peace on 20 December, a Friday, which is an 
obligatory day of worship for the Muslims.

In the lead-up to that day, the police held several meetings 
with local leaders of all masjids in the area. After namaz on 
that day, a crowd of almost 40,000 persons descended on the 
roads of Jaffrabad, sloganeering against the CAA and making 
calls for azadi. The local leaders of the area again negotiated 
with the crowds who had by then gathered in front of the police 
station. The crowd remained agitated till around 2 o’clock the 
next morning.

The Delhi police, along with local leaders of the community 
such as Maulana Muhammad Daud Amini and Maulana 
Muhammad Shamim, consistently appealed to people from 
loudspeakers to disperse. However, from 17–20 December, 
the influence of local leaders seemed to have waned due to 
consistent pressure from ‘outside elements in the area’. Leaders 
of the community were assaulted and abused in Jaffrabad.

Both these instances clearly belie the claim being made 
by vested interests in the national and international media 
that the Delhi police was anti-Muslim. Field data says that 
they worked with local Muslim leaders to maintain peace in  
the area.

It is noteworthy that around the same time that the anti-
CAA protesters were violent in the central and southern police 
ranges, four such cases were reported in December, which re-
establishes the fact that anti-CAA protests throughout the city 
were intermittently violent.

The period from 15 December 2019 to 25 February 
2020 was the time when more dharna sites were established 
in various parts of Delhi. The GIA report clearly outlines 
the locations of these sites. In North East Delhi itself, there 
were seven such sites operational, where the Shaheen Bagh 
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model was replicated: the dharna sites were established by 
local women and they were situated on public spaces near 
metro stations. Most of these sites relayed a steady stream 
of anti-government, anti-CAA, anti-NPR and anti-NRC 
rhetoric. There were slogans of azadi, in support of freedom 
for Kashmir, that were relayed from these sites. Some of the 
bigger dharna sites like Shaheen Bagh had openly anti-Hindu 
rhetoric. These sites often erupted into small- to medium-sized 
rallies in their respective localities at odd hours—in the evening 
and at night. For a period of eight weeks, these sites were 
working in tandem with organisations like AISA, Pinjra Tod 
and Left-leaning teachers and student organisations to create 
permanent fissures between Hindus and Muslims in the areas of 
their operation. They also alienated local Muslim community 
leaders. Apart from this, they were also a source of public  
inconvenience.

Table 6.1: Events in North East Delhi from 22 February 2020 
Onwards

Date Event

Saturday,  
22 February 2020

Women anti-CAA protesters enter the Jaffrabad 
Metro Station at 5pm.

Sunday,  
23 February 2020

The same women block the two carriageways 
on Road Number 66 at Jaffrabad at 2am.

Sunday,  
23 February 2020

The road is blocked, cutting off a population of 
over 25 lakh from Delhi and UP.

Sunday,  
23 February 2020

Around 8am, the crowd at Jaffrabad blocking 
the road swells to around 3,000 men and 
women. Locals from adjoining areas join the 
Jaffrabad blockage. The crowd refuses to talk 
to the Delhi police.

Sunday,  
23 February 2020

Around 12.30pm, this crowd tries to block the 
Wazirabad Road. They also go towards the 
petrol pump at Bhajanpura (subsequently burnt 
on 24 February).

Sunday,  
23 February 2020

Around 3.17pm, the crowd tries to march 
towards Seelampur T-point but is stopped.
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Date Event

Sunday, 
23 February 2020

Kapil Mishra (a local BJP Leader) comes to 
Maujpur around 3.30pm. Locals at Maujpur 
assemble there and sing bhajans. They ask the 
Delhi police to remove the Jaffrabad blockage, 
after which, they say, they too will move out. 
Violence between two communities starts at 
night in Chand Bagh, where stone pelting is 
reported.

Monday,  
24 February 2020

Led by the anti-CAA protesters at Chand Bagh, 
violence breaks out at Bhajanpura.

Monday, 
24 February 2020

The first FIR for violence at Shiv Vihar is 
registered against a Muslim mob that started 
attacking shops and houses.

The violence that happened in the area continued till 25 
February.

More illustratively, North East Delhi had been tense 
for almost eight weeks. On 22 February, a Saturday, at 
around 10.30pm, door-to-door campaigning was done in 
Janta Colony, to mobilise people to come on the roads for a 
roadblock. This is a major slum area. An anti-CAA protest 
site at Chand Bagh, Yamuna Vihar Road had already been set 
up since mid-December. The protesters had been exhibiting 
random disruptions and aggression since then. Moreover, 
since mid-January, the protesters seemed to have worked on a 
strategy to block main roads. These protesters moved from the 
metro station and blocked the main Jaffrabad Road at around 
1.30am on 23 February.

The banners at Jaffrabad contained anti-CAA, anti-NPR, 
anti-NRC slogans. Some locals, resenting the disturbance and 
road blockage, also started protesting near Maujpur Chowk. It 
was the same site where Kapil Mishra had come at 3 pm on 23 
February 2020 to address the locals.

The police was under extreme pressure as there was less 
than a kilometre separating the anti-CAA protestors and the 
agitating locals. The police had installed barricades between 
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the two groups of protesters to avoid any untoward incident. 
The locals declared that they had no intention to protest but 
were compelled to do so after the Road Number 66 were 
blocked by anti-CAA protesters at the Jaffrabad Metro Station. 
They were of the opinion that the neighbourhood could not 
afford to block off of this important road. They also said that 
they would not allow another Shaheen Bagh to be set up in  
their locality.

The police, however, did not want to use force on the 
protesters until all options of persuasion were exhausted. 
Therefore, it was exploring all possibilities of negotiation. 
The deputy commissioner of police (DCP) Ved Prakash Surya 
approached two respected local leaders, Maulana Muhammad 
Daud Amini and Maulana Muhammad Shamim from the 
area, from Idgah Jaffrabad and Bab ul Uloom Madrasa 
respectively. Their support was enlisted in speaking to the 
anti-CAA protestors and getting the carriageway unblocked. 
Other imams of the area too had assembled at the madrasa. 
The police took all of them to the protest site. The place was 
spilling over with protesters. Using microphones provided by 
the cops, the imams and maulanas tried to persuade the crowd 
to allow the traffic to move. Surprisingly, however, none of the 
protesters paid any heed to their requests. This was an unusual 
occurrence for the maulanas, as both commanded respect in 
the Muslim community of the area. The elderly maulana of the 
Idgah was almost in tears, disheartened by the unprecedented 
show of disrespect, a first for him. Maulana Shamim too 
wondered who the women were, who did not listen to the 
imams from the local places of worship. Did they belong to 
the area?

The women continued blocking the carriageway through 
the night. The next day, i.e., 23 February was the day that 
Chandrashekhar Azad Ravan of the Bhim Army had given a call 
for a Bharat bandh. The same day, US President Donald Trump 
was on his India visit. The maulanas had returned to the protest 
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site the same night and the next day as well, as they continued 
deliberations on how to help get the carriageway cleared. Road 
Number 66 that was blocked is strategically critical; it is the 
lifeline that connects GT Karnal Road to Wazirabad Road at 
one end and the Eastern Peripheral Expressway at the other. 
The anti-CAA protesters had refused to clear the road for 
traffic. Meanwhile, some miscreants stone-pelted the vehicle 
the maulanas had boarded. The driver jumped out and the 
maulanas too stepped out. The protesters started abusing the 
maulanas and imams. They called them brokers of the police 
and the government. The slogans being shouted also implied 
that the maulanas should be ashamed as they had come in a 
police vehicle.

The protest continued as the road remained blocked. At 
around 1am, a similar modus operandi of blocking the road 
was adopted at Chand Bagh, too. Blocking the Jaffrabad 
Road effectively cutting off the area from a population of 
approximately 25 lakh from Delhi and UP from three sides, 
two of which were already blocked. Around 300 protesters 
were still on the road under the Jaffrabad Metro Station at 
around 6am on 23 February. Around 9am, a crowd of locals 
started to build up at Maujpur Chowk. They wanted the 
Jaffrabad blockage to be removed as it was completely cutting 
them off from the city centre.

They also knew from the Shaheen Bagh experience that 
once a dharna site was established, it had become impossible 
to dismantle it. It is noteworthy that both Road Number 66 
and Wazirabad Road are the lifelines of North East Delhi 
that connect GT Karnal Road and the Eastern Peripheral 
Expressway, and the Signature Bridge-Loni Road Highway 
respectively. This led to the first round of violence between the 
two groups. The crowds of both the communities were almost 
equal in numbers as they started to collect at Maujpur and 
Jaffrabad respectively, separated by just 300 metres.
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(1) The site of the road blockage by anti-CAA protesters at 1.30am 

on 23. February; (2) Maujpur Chowk, where local crowds mobilised 
on 23 February; and (3) The site of the Bhajanpura blockage and 

violence on 24 February.

The tension was simmering in the area as a result of which 
locals had started gathering on the roads. Hindus mobilised 
primarily due to anxieties generated by the total blockage of 
Jaffrabad Metro Station by the Muslim women on 23 February. 
Locals were very agitated by the resultant blocking of roads 
on three sides, GT Karnal Road, Wazirabad Road and at  
Chand Bagh.

There were heated verbal exchanges and confrontations 
between the groups at both the places, which was soon followed 
by stone pelting. The locals at Maujpur Chowk got caught in 
between stone pelting from Jaffrabad and Kabir Nagar. As 
the day advanced, the tension escalated and at 3.05pm, locals 
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made calls to the police control room. Police found it difficult 
to protect the locals from stone pelting from two sides.

BJP leader Kapil Mishra was at the spot at 3pm, as some 
people had gone to call him to diffuse the situation. Since he 
is a locally respected person, the police sought his help to talk 
to the people and help clear the place. Mishra asked the police 
to remove the anti-CAA protesters from the Jaffrabad Metro 
Station.4 This was around 4.30pm. He posted this on Twitter 
at 5pm on 23 February: ‘We have given a three-day ultimatum 
to the Delhi Police to get the Jaffrabad and Chand Bagh road 
cleared. After this, do not try to convince us, we would not 
listen to you either. Three days.’

The events of 23 February were an immediate trigger for a 
situation that had been simmering for almost a period of eight 
weeks, all across Delhi in general and in this area in particular.

This led to a fear psychosis among the locals of the area. 
A local, during our investigation, said, ‘Madam hum doosra 
Shaheen Bagh apne area me nahin chahte the. Kapil Mishra 
toh wahan baad me aaya. Hum logon ne soch liya tha ki nahin 
hone denge.’ (Madam, we did not want another Shaheen Bagh 
in our area. Kapil Mishra came to the site afterwards. We had 
already decided that we shall not allow that to happen here.)

Skirmishes took place between these two groups of people 
on the streets on 23 February, including stone pelting that, 
according to the police, was brought under control with tear 
gas. However, this control proved ephemeral. Locals said that 
the cops were concentrating mainly on the Jaffrabad protest 
site, while tensions were simmering in a larger area. By the 
night of 23 February, large groups of Hindus and Muslims had 
mobilised on the roads and the area was rife with incidents of 
stone pelting and skirmishes.

The next day, on 24 February, the maulanas from Jaffrabad 
invited some protesting women to the Bab ul Uloom Madrasa 
for deliberations. Eight women turned up for this discussion. 
The maulanas tried to reason with them, saying that they 
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appreciated their concerns regarding CAA, NRC and they also 
agreed that protesting was their democratic right. However, 
they added that their protests should not cause inconvenience 
to the general public by blocking the main road. They could sit 
in the service lane of the road or in the metro station parking 
lot, to which the women argued that their numbers were too 
big to fit into the parking area. Thus, discussions continued 
around for one hour. Finally, the women agreed to clear one 
side of the carriageway to let the traffic move.

While the DCP interacted with the maulanas, the station 
house officer (SHO) contained the local protesters at Maujpur 
Chowk. The Muslim religious leaders continued exhorting the 
anti-CAA protesters to vacate the carriageway. Meanwhile, 
some women started stone pelting. One stone hit the SHO of 
Jaffrabad, Lekhraj, whose leg injury had not healed even after 
20 days. One stone was aimed at the maulana of the Bab ul 
Uloom Madrasa too but a boy from Gali Number 43 shielded 
him. The women again started abusing the maulanas. After 
a while, some of them went to the madrasa and kept some 
bangles at the gate as a symbol of protest against the maulanas 
for their support to the police.

The very same day, a police force was deployed in large 
numbers in the area. Rioting had happened in areas of 
Kardampuri, Chand Bagh, Khajuri Khas, Brijpuri, Ghonda, 
Noor-e-Ilahi, Gawndi, Kabir Nagar and Gokulpuri areas. 
Lives were lost in these areas of North East Delhi but Jaffrabad 
remained comparatively contained.

Events of 24 February 

On 24 February the situation rapidly spun out of control. 
This day saw the petrol pump at Bhajanpura being burnt5 and 
prohibitory orders under Section 144 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CrPC)—which bans the assembly of four or more 
people—imposed in areas of North East Delhi. The police 
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wanted to be extra careful since the last day’s attempt to block 
Wazirabad Road near Chand Bagh. Under such prevailing 
tension, the police was very cautious on 24 February in not 
letting the crowd spill over to the main Bhajanpura Road from 
Chand Bagh. The police on the scene tried all possible ways 
to dispel the protesting anti-CAA crowd without resorting to 
force or aggression and in keeping with their general policy 
to explore all possibilities of negotiation and dialogue. They 
made announcements on mikes, asking the protestors to vacate 
the area, but the latter did not budge. Instead, they raised the 
volume of sloganeering and tried to provoke the police when 
they approached the protesters.

Amit Sharma, DCP Shahdara, was specially deployed at 
Chand Bagh, which comes under the purview of the Dayalpur 
Police Station in North East Delhi. The DCP was assisted by 
Anuj Kumar Sharma, assistant commissioner of police (ACP) 
of Gukulpuri, head constables Ratan Lal and Brijesh and other 
police personnel. The number of anti-CAA protesters had 
increased manifold. Wazirabad Road has Muslim-dominated 
colonies—Brijpuri, Chand Bagh, Mustafabad, etc.—at the back 
and have exits on the main road. All of a sudden, thousands 
of people swarmed out from those lanes. The protesters 
outnumbered the police party as a sea of rioters swarmed 
towards the main Bhajanpura Road from the lanes and by-
lanes of the Muslim-dominated areas, with Muslim women in 
good numbers.6

DCP Amit Sharma and ACP Anuj Kumar, along with 
two other constables, tried to have a dialogue with them as 
they simultaneously tried to not let the road get blocked. The 
crowd became aggressive as their numbers swelled to 20,000–
30,000. Violence then broke out almost immediately, as the 
protesting women attacked the police officers with stones, 
knives and swords hidden beneath their burkhas. One of the 
women pushed Amit Sharma, due to which his helmet came 
off, making him more vulnerable to their attacks. As his helmet 
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fell, some other rioters repeatedly hammered his head with 
rods and sticks. The rioting mob was equipped with bricks, 
stones, rods, hockey sticks and pistols. ACP Anuj Kumar and 
the constables too were pelted with stones. A large stone hit 
the ACP’s helmet, breaking it into pieces and leaving his head 
unprotected from the stones pelters. Meanwhile, the seriously 
injured DCP Amit Sharma kept pushing the crowd backwards. 
As the commanding officer, he instructed the police to use tear-
gas shells to disperse the crowd. As this was happening, head 
constable Ratan Lal was shot by rioters and he fell. As per 
instructions from senior officers present at the scene, police 
personnel led him to safety towards Yamuna Vihar, another 
neighbourhood in the area.7

The police did not want to fire as a majority of the rioters 
were women and children. The crowd was too close to the 
cops, which made even tear-gassing ineffective. The police tried 
to contain the aggressive crowd with canes and shields but they 
were outnumbered by the sea of rioters. The police party was 
caught between the violent rioters from three sides and a high 
iron railing on the fourth. The unprovoked attack on the police 
continued brutally. Amit Sharma was repeatedly hit on his head 
with iron rods and hockey sticks. The killer mob appeared to 
be bent on lynching police officers. The DCP fell unconscious 
on the road. When ACP Anuj Kumar turned around from 
where he was caught up amidst the crowd, he realised that 
the commanding officer was not to be seen. He fought his way 
through the crowd and found him lying unconscious. He tried 
to rescue the unconscious DCP with help from commandos 
Mohit and Pradeep.8 They lifted him towards the 6-foot-high 
iron railing and climbed over it. Then they had to climb over 
two other 5-foot-high railings. The police were surrounded 
by attacking rioters and the railing worked as a wall. They 
managed to rescue the grievously injured DCP safely to the 
other side of the railing. Grievous injuries were sustained 
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by ACP Anuj Kumar while saving his senior officer. While 
describing the incident, the ACP said:

On February 24, Shahdara DCP Amit Sharma got injured and fell 
unconscious besides the divider of Wazirabad Road in Chand Bagh 
where people had turned violent. Two other police personnel and I 
got him up and took him to the Yamuna Vihar side. This was done 
while stones were being pelted at us by the violent mob.9

The murderous mob, including women, followed them 
with stones, sticks and rods in their hands. They kept stone 
pelting and attacking the police with rods. Some people from 
the Hindu community came to rescue police from the Muslim 
rioters. Heart-wrenching videos of assault on the police have 
surfaced on social media afterwards.10

DCP Amit Sharma was brought to the nearby Mohan 
Nursing Home for immediate medical assistance. Ratan Lal 
had already been brought here. After first-aid, it was decided to 
take both to the Guru Teg Bahadur (GTB) Hospital for further 
treatment. The rioters had followed the police officers to the 
hospital, pelting stones and vandalising and torching Mohan 
Nursing Home and the official car of the DCP. 11

Amit Shama and Ratan Lal were taken to GTB Hospital in 
a private vehicle. In spite of the efforts of the doctors, however, 
Ratan Lal could not be saved. He died responding to the call 
of duty.12

Due to severe head injuries, the DCP was required to 
have a CT scan. As it could not be done at GTB, he was 
taken to Max Super Speciality Hospital at Patparganj. He 
had internal bleeding and went through a major neurosurgery 
that lasted nearly four to five hours. According to the medical 
reports, the left part of his head had been repeatedly attacked 
with sticks and iron rods, which has rendered some parts  
permanently damaged.

The attack on police officials left head constable Ratan 
Lal martyred and DCP Amit Sharma with a grievous head 
injury. The post-mortem report of Ratan Lal has confirmed 
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that he was shot dead and sustained some other injuries on his 
body. The bullet shot penetrated through the left shoulder to  
the heart.

Amit Sharma is 35 years old and the father of two 
children—a five-and-a-half-year-old daughter Adya and a 
seven-month-old son Aditya. Amit’s wife Pooja, a childhood 
friend, has seen him come out of the jaws of death. Like family 
members of all police officers, Pooja and her daughter are 
brave. She reminisces how for four days after the incident, she 
could barely focus on her children, as her attention was entirely 
taken up with worry and concern for her husband’s life.

Amit needed to be hospitalised for 11 days, and it was 
difficult for him to sit or talk properly for several more days 
after that. He could not believe that a huge mob of 20,000 to 
30,000 had surrounded the police officers and tried to lynch 
them. His biggest guilt is that he could not save Ratan Lal.13

Forty-two-year-old Ratan Lal is survived by his wife, 
Poonam Devi and three children, two daughters and a son, 
who study in class 7, 5 and 3 respectively. The constable 
with the large moustache, which he lovingly cared for, was 
particular about his fitness which he maintained through 
regular exercise. A Rajput from Rajasthan’s Sikar district, 
Ratan Lal—the brightest among his siblings—had harboured 
dreams of joining the force since childhood. After his death, 
the police department tried to contact his family members but 
was unable to reach them on the phone. In the end, his photo 
needed to be shared on social media and TV channels. This is 
how his family came to know about his tragic death. It was 
only then that they contacted the Gokulpuri Police Station and 
reached the hospital.14

Ankit Sharma, another martyr, was 26 years old. He 
had graduated with honours in Hindi from DU’s prestigious 
Hansraj College. He and his family celebrated when he was 
selected to be part of the Intelligence Bureau, India’s internal 
security organisation) in 2017. He, too, had wanted to join 
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the police force, so the job at IB was like a dream come true  
for him.

Everything in life was going well for Ankit, till 25 February. 
A promising young life was cut short and the happiness of the 
family turned into perennial grief.

Ankit’s post-mortem report shows 51 injuries. Recently, 
the investigating police has arrested one Salman as one of the 
culprits. According to media reports, he has disclosed that he 
and some other Muslim boys had covered Ankit’s body with a 
black cloth and they had pulled him to Tahir Hussain’s house. 
This was the same house from where all the paraphernalia of 
rioting has been recovered. This was the same house, from 
whose rooftop petrol bombs were launched and the targets 
attacked. There were 10 to 14 men were involved in lynching 
and killing of Ankit Sharma. Salman himself has confessed to 
stabbing Ankit at least 14 times. His face was disfigured and he 
was thrown into the Brijpuri nullah.

News of such heart-wrenching deaths is heard from 
terrorism-infested countries like Syria where Islamic 
fundamentalists and ISIS kill people with such brutality. The 
modus operandi of this kind of killing that was adopted during 
the riots points to possible links to international organisations. 
The gory details of Ankit’s death bring fresh memories of the 
brave Saurabh Kalia’s gruesome murder by Pakistan forces, 
whose body had been mutilated in a similar manner during the 
Kargil War.

The incident has raised many unanswered questions. How 
did the Muslim rioters come to know that Ankit was an IB 
official? It isn’t usual for a civilian to know the identity of an 
intelligence official in an area. Then how was it that Ankit’s 
killers found out? Were they helped by some outside agency? 
Why was such an inhuman and gory way of killing chosen? 
Was he murdered at Tahir Hussain’s house? Was Tahir himself 
involved in the brutal murder? Above all, has such news 
stopped affecting the society we live in?
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It needs to be remembered that Ankit Sharma was not an 
individual but a representative of an institution—an institution 
which a section of the society loathes. His barbaric murder is 
an attack on the sovereignty of the state and the government 
representing it. His murder is an insult (or was it meant to be a 
message) to the country’s intelligence agencies.

Why did the rioters pelt the police with stones? Why did 
they shoot them? Why did they lynch them? What was the fault 
of these police officials? They had not enacted or implemented 
the CAA. They had simply been performing their duty of 
maintaining law and order. Security forces put their lives on the 
line in the interest of the nation, even neglecting their families 
to serve the society. Then why are they always at the receiving 
end of such violence and aggression? They too have children, 
parents and families. Are they not human? Do they have no 
human rights? Do they deserve such brutality at the hands of 
very citizens whom they safeguard? The society at large needs 
to ponder over such disturbing questions and the safety of our 
security forces. 

The open riots on the main highway in Bhajanpura added 
to the escalation of violence. On 24 February, similar violence 
had taken place in all the localities in North East Delhi. The 
rioting continued through 25 February.15

Conclusion

The national and international media organisations, as well 
as responsible organisations like the Delhi Commission for 
Minorities, made statements on the selected targeting of Muslim 
population in riot-hit areas and on the alleged inefficiency of 
the police.16

In our fact-finding exercise, we found that most of the riot-
hit areas where Muslim casualties have happened are Muslim-
dominated. The Karawal Nagar assembly constituency is a 
Hindu-majority area and also had the highest number of Hindu 
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casualties. The areas are interspersed with others dominated 
by different communities. For example, Shiv Vihar and East 
Karawal Nagar (Hindu-dominated areas) but Mustafabad (a 
Muslim-dominated area) is right next door.

Table 6.2: Area-Wise Population Percentage

Area Total Population Hindus Muslim

Jaffrabad 54,601 27.60% 70.63%

Mustafabad 127167 21.62% 78.05%

Karawal Nagar 2,24,281 88.88% 10.44%

Source: Population Census 2011.

Apart from this, in areas like Bhajanpura, there has been a 
major loss of property for high-value business establishments 
owned by Hindus. This has hit the poorest most, who used 
to work here to earn their. Some of the affected families from 
both communities are so poor that they could not even afford 
the last rites of their dead.
The Delhi police, along with local community leaders like 
Maulana Daud and Maulana Shamim, consistently appealed 
to people to disperse, but it was all in vain. Weeks before the 
riots, back on 17–20 December, the influence of local leaders 
had waned due to consistent pressure from ‘outside elements in 
the area’. Leaders of the community were assaulted and abused 
in Jaffrabad.
Local leaders believed that some of the women, who sat on 
protest on 22 February at night, might have been outsiders.
The rioting has ended but it has left behind deep scars of 
mistrust and agony. Now, it is up to the religious leaders to 
play a proactive role in establishing trust between the two 
communities.

(This write-up is based on a number of primary field interviews 
conducted by the research \team of GIA. There are interviews 
with Maulana Mohammad Daud Amini and Maulana 
Mohammad Shamim, both of whom are respected community 
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members in Jaffrabad. We spoke to Pooja Sharma, wife of 
DCP Amit Sharma. We also spoke to locals in Jaffrabad from 
both communities who did not want to be identified. Research 
ethics demand that we keep their names confidential. For 
most of the incidents and events mentioned in this chapter, we 
triangulated data.)
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S E V E N

Conclusion

Introduction

The brief timeline of events and data analysis leads to the 
following conclusions. First, the entire characterisation 

of the anti-CAA protests as peaceful is flawed. The anti-CAA 
protests were violent from the beginning. This is borne out 
by the number of cases of stone pelting and loss to public 
property registered against the protesters across districts of 
Delhi. Second, before and after the Delhi riots in North East 
Delhi, the Delhi police has not been anti-Muslim as alleged. 
Rather, the officers have worked with local Muslim community 
leaders and the general population to maintain peace in highly 
adverse circumstances and in the face of grave provocation. 
Third, violence against the Delhi police and locals in North 
East Delhi originated in the protest site at Chand Bagh. On 
24–25 February, the police faced violent mobs at Jaffrabad 
where locals indulged in attacking them. It was here that a man 
named Mohammad Shahrukh fired several rounds from his 
weapon. Visuals of him taking on unarmed police personnel 
are the most revealing images of the riots. While the violence 
spread to other areas, the main site of provocation, Jaffrabad, 
remained unaffected by communal violence. Subsequently, it 
spread to Brijpuri, Noor-e-Ilahi and other areas which had 
anti-CAA protest sites. Finally, in key areas in North East 
Delhi like Shiv Vihar, which saw horrendous violence, the first 
attack was made by Muslim mobs.
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Main Conclusions 

1. Riots in North East Delhi were a planned conspiracy: 
The Delhi riots were pre-planned. There is evidence of 
an Urban Naxal–Jihadi model of revolution that has 
been executed in Delhi and is sought to be replicated at  
other places.

2. Systematic planned radicalisation of minorities: The riots 
are not genocide or a pogrom targeted at any community. 
They are a tragic outcome of a planned and systematic 
radicalisation of the minorities by an Urban Naxal–Jihadi 
network operating in universities in Delhi. Both Hindu 
and Muslim communities have suffered greatly as a 
consequence. The presence of jihadi organisations like PFI 
at dharna sites has been observed.

3. Anti-CAA dharna sites were located and planned for 
the radicalisation of Muslims over a long period which 
ultimately led to the riots: Around 15 December 2019 and 
two weeks after that, protest sites were established in all 
major areas that had a high concentration of Muslims. 
Most of these dharna sites were located close to a  
local masjid.

4. Riots originated in anti-CAA protest sites: Women sitting 
on dharna since 15 December 2019 came on roads, 
blocked metro stations and thereafter, stone-pelting mobs 
led to riots. (This also happened in areas as far as Malviya 
Nagar.) After blocking the roads, the protesters got into a 
confrontation with the police. The situation turned violent 
and communal in such areas. Rioting continued in the area 
from 23 to 25 February.

5. Women used as a shield at all protest sites: At all dharna 
sites, women were kept at the forefront and men operated 
from behind this shield. This is true of all anti-CAA 
dharna sites and was initially majorly experimented in  
Shaheen Bagh.
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6. Anxiety and fear among the locals: Most protest sites 
relayed a constant stream of high-decibel sloganeering 
continuously for the eight weeks leading up to the 
riots, leading to anxiety and fear amongst the local  
population.

7. Protest marches on streets, roads, markets, etc., at odd 
times led to chaos: Most of the protest sites are in public 
spaces, under metro stations and in public parks. Anti-
CAA protesters moved into key market areas, roads, metro 
stations at night or early mornings repeatedly, causing 
chaos amid the local population.

8. The Shaheen Bagh Model: The content of most of these 
protests was a mixture of Urban Naxal–Jihadi and anti-
CAA, anti-NRC and anti-NPR activism. The sloganeering 
had anti-Amit Shah, anti-Modi and anti-fascist rhetoric. 
Most of these sites still have ‘revolution’ slogans painted 
on the walls. Songs from the Italian folk tradition like 
‘Bella Ciao’ were sung daily. This was the Shaheen  
Bagh Model.

9. Anti-Hindu, anti-India, anti-police and anti-government 
nature of the protests: It is observed that the slogans and 
posters at Shaheen Bagh had a deliberately provocative, 
anti-Hindu content. Icons holy in Hindu culture like the 
Swastik and Aum were depicted in a derogatory manner. 
Images of the Hindu goddess Kali and bindi-sporting 
women were shown in burkhas. While on the one hand 
Islamic slogans were raised repeatedly, locals also reported 
‘Pakistan Zindabad’ slogans. All this was being done 
against a backdrop of the Constitution and the Indian 
national flag.

10. Jihadi mobs indulged in targeted killings, and looting and 
vandalising shops: On 24 February, violence spread to 
Bhajanpura, Shiv Vihar, Gokulpuri, Brijpuri, Brahmpuri 
and the surrounding areas. There was widespread evidence 
of mobs of violent women and men attacking the police, 
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important public sites like petrol pumps and high-value 
properties belonging to Hindus.

11. Riot weapons were stockpiled over a period of time: There 
is evidence that high-rise buildings in the area, i.e., the 
house of former AAP councillor, Tahir Hussain in Khajuri 
Khas and the Rajdhani Public School owned by Faisal 
Farroque were used as depots for storing weapons like acid 
pouches, petrol bombs, etc. Huge catapults of the kind 
found in Syria were already installed on the rooftop of 
these buildings. This points towards elaborate preparation 
for riots.

12. High-rise buildings used to launch attacks: Once the 
violence started, these high-rises were used as sites for 
launching petrol bombs and Molotov cocktails. These 
buildings became vantage points for groups of rioters. 
Several people were killed by gunshot wounds during the 
24 February violence, and there is evidence that they were 
victims of sniper-style sharpshooters, i.e., trained shooters 
firing from the rooftop of Rajdhani Public School.

13. Links across the border: The ISIS-style brutal killings point 
towards links across the border. IB official Ankit Sharma’s 
post-mortem indicates that he was stabbed over 51 times 
before and after his death. It has been reported that Dilber 
Negi, a 23-year-old worker in a Shiv Vihar sweet shop, had 
his hands amputated, after which he was burnt alive.

14. Exemplary role of local Hindu and Muslim community 
leaders: The Delhi police and Hindu and Muslim 
community leaders worked together to contain this 
extremely dangerous situation. While outsiders instigated 
violence, local community leaders worked on the ground 
to establish peace. We met a number of such persons.

15. Violence against women: Women reported that they were 
harassed and faced extreme danger during the riots. We 
met principals from Yamuna Vihar schools who reported 
that the female students in their care were in a very insecure 
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position. It was impossible in the circumstances to hand 
them over to their parents and caregivers. Young schoolgirls 
were stranded in school campuses for a long time. The 
rioters took advantage of this situation and molested them 
on their way back home when they finally left the campus. 
It is alleged that the underclothes of a young woman were 
recovered from the house of Tahir Hussian. The dead body 
of a woman was allegedly recovered from the nullah at 
Khajuri Khas.

16. Scheduled Caste victims: There are a large number of 
victims belonging to the Scheduled Caste community and 
some who belonged to the weaker economic sections of 
society. Throughout our field survey, we saw and met 
victims who were daily-wagers or earned very little. Most 
of them live in galis with bare minimum sanitation and 
conveniences. The victims are mostly innocent bystanders. 
Most of them had come out of their homes for basic needs 
like getting milk, food, medicines, etc. They were caught 
unawares in the violence.

17. Identity of the rioters: Who were the rioters? While this is a 
question that will be answered by the agencies investigating 
the riot through CCTV and other footage, there seem to be 
some common features as stated by the people we met.

18. The outsiders: In every gali and road we covered, people 
said that the rioters were outsiders and not residents of their 
mohalla. The question remains as to who these outsiders 
were. In North East Delhi, some galis open out into what is 
technically UP. There is no sealed border. Apart from this, 
baharwale or outsiders could mean someone from the next 
gali or mohalla. For example, in Khajuri Khas we were 
told that outsiders came from Mustafabad. In Bhajanpura 
we were told that outsiders came from Chand Bagh. The 
crowds of rioters were very well prepared to conceal their 
identities. Many were wearing helmets and had blackened 
their faces.
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19. Outsiders from various universities in Delhi: The outside 
influence is most palpable when one visits the sites of 
anti-CAA protests that have now been removed. They 
point at the involvement of a revolutionary network that 
engineered and managed the riot situation. Specifically, the 
role of organisations like Pinjra Tod in instigating violence 
has been mentioned by organisers of Shaheen Bagh in their 
social media posts. Locals in areas as far as Chand Bagh 
and Malviya Nagar have reported the presence of women 
students from JNU who were constantly instigating 
crowds in these areas over a period of several weeks before 
23 February. We observed everywhere that the police and 
law enforcement agencies were on the back foot due to 
the large number of rioters who were also armed. The 
anti-CAA protestors from by-lanes and alleyways spilt out 
on to the streets, accompanied by armed jihadi mobs that 
targeted the Delhi police and civilians alike. As a result, 
the life of common citizens was endangered and they had 
to resort to self-defence in the face of rioting mobs. Those 
who have incurred injuries are common people who were 
engaged in their everyday professions. They had to form 
lines of defence to safeguard life and property.

20. The violent nature of anti-CAA protests: Anti-CAA protests 
have been violent from the start. Multiple incidents of 
violence have been reported at police stations in the North 
East district itself from December 2019, which preceded 
the incidents of 23–25 February. 

Recommendations

1. An enquiry by the NIA into the Delhi riots: We strongly 
recommend that given the intensity of the violence, the 
investigation into the riots should be handed over to the 
NIA. All incidents in Delhi from 15 December 2019 should 
be investigated.
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2. Foreign funds and support for the violence in Delhi should 
be investigated by the NIA: The planning and execution 
of the Delhi riots from dharna to danga indicates the 
involvement of foreign agencies and funds. This should be 
investigated by the NIA.

3. Rehabilitation for all victims: In light of the extreme 
violence suffered by the most marginal sections of society 
in North East Delhi, we suggest that rehabilitation work 
should be done expeditiously.

4. The central government should initiate confidence-building 
measures: We suggest that the central government initiate 
confidence-building measures amongst both communities 
utilising the goodwill of prominent community members. 
There is still simmering anger and dangerous perceptions 
on the ground that need to be calmed.

5. Forensic audit of high-rise buildings: We strongly 
recommend that a forensic audit of all high-rises in North 
East Delhi be carried out by investigating agencies.

6. An enquiry by the NIA into the ‘outsider’ network: We 
strongly recommend that intelligence and government 
agencies should investigate the ‘outsider’ network 
responsible for engineering riots in Delhi through an NIA 
enquiry. We recommend that the role of students, teachers, 
artists and organisations responsible for instilling hate 
through protest marches, social media posts, provocative 
speeches, etc., should be investigated.

7. Direction to university authorities not to allow their 
campuses to be used for hate speeches and political 
gatherings: We request university administrators, i.e. vice 
chancellors of DU, JMI, JNU and all other universities to 
take an audit of the use of their campuses to engineer wider 
disturbances in the city in the eight weeks leading up to the 
riots.

8. Investigations into the funding of Shaheen Bagh-type 
protests: Boarding, lodging, food, hoardings, banners, 
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publicity material, etc., that were used at dharna sites must 
have been purchased from the market. The source of funds 
for the same must be investigated.

9. Legal and medical camps should be organised: Legal and 
medical facilities and psychological counselling of victims 
including children should be arranged.

10. The sanctity of public spaces to be maintained by all law 
enforcing agencies: The police should ensure that roads, 
streets, parks, etc., should not be used for protests. Such 
gatherings should only be allowed at designated spaces.

Many unanswered questions still need to be investigated 
and examined in detail. The Shaheen Bagh Model was sought 
to be replicated not only in North East Delhi but also in 
key areas in South Delhi. Anti-CAA protesters were clearly 
following a pattern, wherein the blocking of important roads 
was a key strategy to isolate and immobilise large parts of 
the local population. The fact that the time and format of the 
disturbances at Malviya Nagar on 23 February were eerily 
along similar lines as the events that were unfolding in North 
East Delhi raise serious concerns for internal security.



E I G H T

Ground Stories and 
Narratives of Pain

Introduction

This chapter is based on the fact-finding report that was 
submitted to the government of India by the GIA. It gives 

detailed verbatim accounts of the victims of the 2020 Delhi 
riots and offers a close look at the horror that was unleashed 
on Delhi from 23 to 25 February.

The areas in North East Delhi we visited are:

1. Khajuri Khas
2. Bhajanpura
3. Chand Bagh
4. Karawal Nagar
5. Mustafabad
6. Shiv Vihar
7. Brijpuri

The local persons we met were:

1. Mohammad Istar, owner of a unisex salon
2. Ashok Kumar, owner of Ashok Foam
3. Satpal Singh, owner of Classic Paint and Sanitary Store 
4. Dilip Bhandari and Shiv Kumar Raghav, owners of a 

motorcycle service centre
5. The family of Dinesh Kumar Khatik
6. The family of Vinod Kumar Kashyap
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7. The family of Rahul Solanki
8. The family of Rahul Singh
9. Muhammad Haider Naqvi, president of the Yamuna Vihar 

Kindergarten Education Society, Bhajanpura.
10. The Garg family
11. Nazni Parveen, local resident
12. Pankaj Sharma, owner of D.R.P. Convent Public School
13. Bhishma Sharma, owner of Arun Modern Senior Secondary 

School
14. Vinod Joshi, owner of JTC Technical Education Centre
15. Puspendra Gaur, owner of an English-speaking centre
16. Wakeel Siraj, resident of Yamuna Vihar
17. Sushil, owner of a computer centre
18. Farooq Ali, resident of Ghonda
19. Navneet Gupta, owner of Horizon Institute
20. Zulfikar, resident of Maunpuri
21. Sethi, owner of Sethi Enterprises
22. Sanyog Chauhan, resident of Bhajanpura
23. Abdul Rashid aka Haji Baba, vice president, Residents’ 

Welfare Association (RWA) and president, Minara Masjid
24. Zakeel Ahmad, resident of Yamuna Vihar <list ends>

These were the damaged schools and educational institutions 
that we visited: 

1. D.R.P. Convent Public School, Babu Nagar, Shiv Vihar 
2. Arun Modern Senior Secondary School, Brijpuri
3. JMT Technical Institute, Bhajanpura
4. Horizon Institute, Bhajanpura
5. Fahan International School, Bhajanpura
6. Rajdhani Public School, Babu Nagar, Shiv Vihar 

A Ground Report from Major Sites of the Visit 

Chand Bagh

Our first stop was at Chand Bagh, which derives its name from 
the Chand Baba Mazar situated on the road. A site revered in 
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the area by Hindus and Muslims alike is a dargah. There are 
signs of damage in this site of composite faith. A few metres 
down, the Shri Durga Fakiri Mandir lies stoned and vandalised 
and closed for worship.

The Chand Baba Mazar. 

From here we walked down the 4 km stretch that shows 
evidence of the destruction caused by the riots. A few metres 
down from the Chand Baba Mazar, we passed shops that had 
been completely burnt down and vandalised.
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Vandalised and burnt shops.

We met Ashok Kumar, proprietor of Ashok Foam, which 
is situated in E-5 Khajuri Khas. His shop has been completely 
burnt down and he says the loss of property is in the range of 
Rs15–20 lakh. At the same place, we met Satpal Singh, owner 
of the Classic Paint and Sanitary Store. He estimates his loss 
at Rs80 lakh. With a daughter to be married soon, Satpal 
Singh is a broken man. We also met Dilip Bhandari, the owner 
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of Bhandari Services, a service centre located at E-5 Khajuri 
Khas. This has also been completely burnt down. His loss can 
clearly be seen from the burnt site. A few goons holding rods 
and a can full of petrol entered his shop. They first looted the 
cash and then threatened everyone to vacate the shop as they 
wanted to set it on fire.

The ‘can’ used to carry petrol. Ashok Foam, Khajuri Khas.

The burnt Bhandari Services shop.
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A few metres from here stands the house of Tahir Hussian, 
the AAP councillor from this area. It is an under-construction 
building spread over 1,000 square yards. The media and Delhi 
police have taken cognisance of his involvement in the death 
and destruction that happened in this area. Right next door to 
this is the completely burnt house of former area councillor 
from BJP, Mahak Singh.

We went to Ankit Sharma’s house, the trainee IB official 
who was allegedly dragged into Tahir Hussian’s house and 
brutally executed in an ISIS-style killing. His post-mortem 
report clearly indicated sustained and severe torture of the 
kind faced by our security forces on the Indo-Pak international 
border. We saw the nullah from where his body, along with 
those of three other boys, was fished out.

Tahir Hussian’s house, Khajuri Khas.
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The burnt house of former area councillor, Mahak Singh.

Vaishno Bhojanalaya, Shiv Vihar.
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When we visited his house, Ankit’s family was in 
Muzaffarpur for his last rites. However, the picture of the man 
that emerges from speaking to residents living in the locality 
is that of a diligent, law-abiding citizen. A helpful local, he 
lost his life because he went to look into the shrieks of distress 
that he heard. A student of Hansraj College, DU from 2010 to 
2013, Ankit had worked hard to crack his entry into the IB. 
His family was also looking forward to getting him married.

We walked down the entire 4 km stretch witnessing burnt 
shops and establishments. Vaishno Bhojanalaya was totally 
burnt whereas other nearby shops had opened. The Siddiqui 
Medical Shop was open, as were other medical shops in the 
area.

Shops nearby Vaishno Bhojanalaya.

Vinod Kumar Kashyap: A Scheduled Caste Man Was Lynched 
by a Mob Shouting ‘Allah-hu-Akbar’

Vinod Kumar Kashyap was lynched in Brahmpuri Street 
Number 1 by a mob. His son Monu survived the encounter 
with the mob.

Family members fondly remember Vinod as a popular 
community figure in the Brahmpuri area of North East Delhi. 
A disc jockey (DJ) by profession, he had come up the hard 
way. He started by dabbling in electrical work and slowly built 
himself up, building a house and stabilising his family. He was 
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a Shiva bhakt (devotee) and even travelled as a Kanwariya 
during the annual Kanwar Yatra, held in the Hindu month of 
Sawan (roughly around the monsoon season). The pilgrimage 
is extremely tough and young men from all over the land travel 
to Gangotri and other places along the route of the Ganga to 
collect its waters, which they bear in vessels or kanwars on 
their shoulders. They then make the trek back to their villages, 
to offer this holy water to the Shiva temples. Vinod Kumar 
Kashyap was a well-known face in this yatra. Possessed of a 
strong build and imposing personality, he was lovingly called 
Bhola Baba or Shiv Baba by his family and friends.

On the night of 24 February, around 10.30pm, Vinod and 
his son Monu stepped out of the house to buy medicines for 
Vinod’s grandson. The chemist, Kalyan Medical Store, is barely 
a few metres away from their house. Though the area had been 
tense, there was no inkling of the lynching that was to follow.

A stone hit Monu Kashyap, and the bike on which the father 
and son were riding slipped. As though out of nowhere, a crowd 
of 200 people carrying stones and shouting ‘Allah-hu- Akbar’ 
surrounded the two of them. They were attacked repeatedly 
till Monu pretended to be dead and lost consciousness. Social 

The injured Vinod Kumar Kashyap’s 
son Monu with 40 stitches.

Vinod Kashyap lying dead 
on the roads of Brahmpuri
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media videos show a dead Vinod being dragged on the streets. 
Bhole Baba had been lynched to death.

As he recounts this incident, Monu’s bloodshot eyes are 
filled with tears. He has sustained at least 40 stitches on his 
head. Social media images show him bleeding from his head, 
trying to shake and slap his dead father into consciousness.

We were left with questions raging in our minds. Why 
should a person who stepped out to buy medicines be lynched 
to death? We spoke at great length to locals in the area.

We went around the area and saw the road where the 
incident happened. We were told that Vinod made the mistake 
of crossing the ‘border’ that exists between Hindu and Muslim 
areas on Wazirabad Road. As soon as someone from the other 
side came within grabbing distance he was caught, surrounded 
and lynched to death.

Dinesh Kumar Khatik: A Scheduled Caste Man Shot by a 
Trained Shooter

We also met the family of Dinesh Kumar Khatik, resident of 
House Number 326, Gali Number 5, Prem Nagar, Karawal 
Nagar. The 35-year-old belonged to the Scheduled Caste and 
lived in a joint family in a small house in the area.

Family of Dinesh Khatik
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On 24 February, he stepped out of his house to buy some 
food for his children, two sons aged six and one-and-a-half. 
On finding shops around the house closed, he went a little 
further to Shiv Nagar Puliya.

According to residents and his family, he was shot from the 
roof of Rajdhani Public School at Shiv Vihar Puliya. He was 
shot from a distance of at least 200 metres with a bullet to the 
forehead. His family says that this can only be the work of a 
sniper or sharpshooter. We spoke to his brother, Suresh Kumar 
Khatik, who gave us a gory account of the incident. He also 
spoke of three to four persons who were similarly shot dead.

Dinesh owned a small inverter shop in Durgapuri. 
‘Madamji hame toh roz kuan khodna hai, aur roz paani peena 
hai.’ (Madam, we have a hand-to-mouth existence and have to 
earn our bread daily) Life is a daily grind for this family. As we 
spoke to his brother, Dinesh’s father sat around, shocked and 
maddened with grief. We met his wife Kusumlata as well, who 
broke down innumerable times. An uneducated woman with 
a child feeding at her breast, she has no hopes for the future. 
The small irregular income that her husband brought in has 
stopped. Her elder son is currently in lower kindergarten in 
a small neighbourhood school. She has an eye problem and 
cannot see properly. For her, the future is dark.

Dinesh Khatik Mother of Dinesh Khatik
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Suresh Kumar Khatik spoke of the larger-than-life fear that 
still exists in the locality. When we met the locals they told 
us that men are still out on night vigils and are alert for the 
smallest disturbance in the area.

Maroof Ali: He Was Shot Dead Just 50 Metres from  
His House 

On the night of 25 February, Ghonda was tense due to news of 
unrest in Bhajanpura and surrounding areas. Men were awake 
at night for a vigil. Maroof Ali, 34, stepped out and ventured 
barely 50 metres from his house towards T-point in the lane in 
front of his house, along with five friends.

All five sustained bullet injuries. Maroof Ali, a daily-wager 
doing electrical repairs to earn his livelihood, was shot below 
his right eye and died. He leaves behind parents, brothers, a 
wife and two children—ten-year-old Zeenat and six-year- 
old Farhan.

Hi father Farooq says, ‘We have lived here for 47 years. 
We have never seen such conditions in this area.’ A short, 

Maroof Ali’s children and father.
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dark and stoic man with a soft voice, he sees no future 
for Maroof’s family. Nobody from the government has  
visited them.

Zulfikar, Siraj’s Son Shot in the Mouth: Caught in the Wrong 
Place at the Wrong Time

Zulfikar, a daily-wager, stays in Maunpuri. On 25 February, he 
was returning from Jama Masjid, Ghonda after namaz when 
he a bullet hit him on the mouth, where it is still embedded. 
When we met him, his operation was imminent. He refused to 
be photographed.

Rahul Solanki Dead from a Bullet to the Neck: He Had Gone 
out to Buy Milk

After negotiating through several small galis, we finally reached 
Rahul Solanki’s small house in Babu Nagar, Shiv Vihar. His 
brother, Rohit, and other male members of the family were 
sitting outside. Overflowing open drains and slush on the roads 
is evidence of the fact that these are underprivileged colonies.

The place where Maroof was shot dead.
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Rahul Solanki’s mother and brother.

The women were indoors, including his sister and mother, 
who lay senseless. She calls out to her dead son, moans and 
screams for him. She calls out to God to take her away too.

Rahul was popular in his area for being a community-
driven youngster. All of 26 years, he was a trained engineer 
who was pursuing his master’s in business administration 
(MBA) from a private institute in Ghaziabad. He used his skills 
and social network to get the roads in his locality built and 
repaired.

On 24 February, he had 
stepped out briefly with his 
friends to buy milk for the 
family. Rahul had barely 
exited the lane of his locality 
when he and his friends were 
confronted with a mob. His 
friends managed to escape but 
he wasn’t as lucky. He caught 
a bullet in the neck, below his 
right shoulder, according to 
his father Hari Singh Solanki. 

Nazni, neighbour of  
Rahul Solanki



120 Delhi Riots 2020

Such was the fear in the locality that Rahul had to be cremated 
under the protection of paramilitary forces.

Nobody in the area knows who comprised the mob that 
shot Rahul. Residents of the area say that they have lived as 
a composite community for decades. We also spoke to Nazni 
Parveen, who owns a small provisions shop right outside 
Rahul’s house. Shaheen Bagh has a larger-than-life attraction 
for Muslim women. She and a group of women around her 
spoke of the struggles of the women of Shaheen Bagh. On 
being asked what was it about the CAA that called for protests 
in that neighbourhood, they are unsure about the Act itself. 
‘Aapko pata hoga madam. Sarkar ko pata hoga vo aisa kyun 
kar rahee hai.’ (You would know Madam. And the government 
would know why it is doing this.)

Clearly, even in a composite community that lives together, 
there is a divide over the CAA and Shaheen Bagh. And along 
with this, fear prevails in the small, dirty lanes of Shiv Vihar. 
This is a divide that has been assiduously created over a period 
of a few months. Communities that have been living together 
are now counting their dead.

Rahul Singh Shot in the Stomach: The Son of a Jawan Was 
Not Spared

Rahul Singh, who resided in Brijpuri, was a 23-year-old boy 
who had just finished writing his Service Selection Board (SSB) 
exams, Rahul was awaiting results and hoped to be selected for 
a government job. He was a young man looking forward to a 
bright future. We met his elder brother, Abhishek Singh in the 
small 5-foot-by-8-foot room. His father sat alongside, empty-
eyed and his mother lay upstairs in a small room, sedated and 
senseless.

Rahul had stepped out of the house in response to calls of 
‘Aaa gaye, aaa gaye.’ (They’ve come, they’ve come). Residents 
we spoke to told us that fear was palpable in the region for 
the previous three days.  Abhishek tells us that Rahul must 
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Spot where Rahul Singh was  
shot dead

Rahul Singh’s brother

have walked barely a few metres outside his house into the 
main Brijpuri road before he was shot dead in the stomach. 
Who shot him? Locals told us that the bullet came from the 
showroom of one Aziz Qureshi.

Rahul’s father is a retired Railway Protection Force (RPF) 
jawan. His mother is a housewife. The family runs a small store 
dealing in puja material. His brother sits in a corner, dazed, 
unable to come to terms with the loss of his bachha. His voice 
trails off midway and he swoons in pain. Life will never be the 
same again for Rahul’s family.

At Shiv Vihar: A Tale of Two Schools

D.R.P. Convent Secondary School in Shiv Vihar was totally 
burnt and destroyed on 24 February. When we spoke to the 
school’s owners Pankaj Sharma and his wife, Meena, they 
narrated a heart-breaking story of destruction and damage. A 
majority of the students here were from around the area itself, 
and this temple of education was burnt down by a mob.
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 Burnt DRP School, Shiv Vihar

Rajdhani School rooftop used by 
rioters to target thearea

Temple Targeted from 
Rajdhani School
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Destruction that happened near Rajdhani School
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Immediately next door is the Rajdhani Public School, which 
is the highest building in the area and has been extensively 
covered by the media as the site from which projectiles, stones 
and petrol bombs were launched on people below. It is from 
here that many deaths occurred due to bullets fired by snipers 
and sharpshooters.

Structures close by, like the Hanuman mandir and the 
parking below, were targeted by flaming projectiles from the 
roof of Rajdhani Public School. The school belongs to the 
Fazal Education Society.

Bhajanpura as Witnessed by the Team

We spent some time on the main highway at Bhajanpura, 
which was the epicentre of mob violence on 24 February. This 
is the place where a petrol pump was looted and burnt. This 
is also the place where the following educational institutions 
were targeted by the rioting mob: 

Burnt house and car near petrol pump
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1. JMT Technical Institute that provides skill- and job-oriented 
courses to students. We met Vinod Joshi, the owner of the 
institute. He told us that on 24 February when his institute 
was attacked and burnt, there were around 40 students 
inside. These students had to be rescued through the back 
gate after breaking it open.

2. Horizon Institute: It offers medical and engineering 
entrance training to students. We spoke to the head of the 
institute, Navneet Gupta, who informed us that at the time 
of the mob attack, around 70 students were present inside 
the campus. These students were rescued from the back 
lanes after great difficulty.

The Garg Family: They Dropped Their Children down from 
the Rooftop to Escape Their Burning House

At Bhajanpura, we met the Garg family. We spoke to Preeti 
Garg, the feisty mother of Sanyam and Vihan, who recalled the 
horror of 24 February. She was cooking lunch, her mother-in-
law was sitting in the house, one son was taking bath and one 

Preeti Garg and her children
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was sleeping when a mob approached their house and set it on 
fire. As the house started filling up with toxic fumes, she rushed 
to the roof with her children. The back lanes of her house were 
full of fleeing colony residents. She prayed to them for help. 
Residents below asked her to drop the children as they waited 
to catch them. She flung her sons one by one as the crowd 
below caught the boys. A long time after securing the children, 
Preeti and her mother-in-law escaped. They climbed down with 
the help of a makeshift ladder arranged by the neighbours. As 
she spoke to us her voice trembled, her eyes filled up and she 
cried incessantly. When we met her, the children were being 
treated at Madhukar Rainbow Children’s Hospital, Malviya 
Nagar for post-traumatic stress disorder. They are unable to 
sleep, wake up constantly at night and are scared that ‘wo phir 
se aa jayenge’ (they’ll come back).

Sanyog Chauhan: He Has a Bullet Embedded in His Back

When we met him, Sanyog Chauhan recounted the several 
incidents that occurred in Bhajanpura and how it flared up. He 
recounted how he and other shopkeepers from the area had 
to put up a basic defence of their shops. They kept the rioters 
from entering the Bhajanpura market area where the loss 

would have been unimaginable 
had the shops and people there 
been attacked.

During one of these vigils, a 
bullet grazed his chin; hit the iron 
bar behind him and rebounded 
into the back of his shoulder, 
where it still lies embedded. He 
has been advised to let it remain 
as the procedure to remove 
the bullet will be a high-risk 
operation.

Sanyog Chauhan,  
resident of Bhajanpura.
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What Happened at Bhajanpura: Rioting from Chand Bagh

We met residents of Bhajanpura who recounted the events of 
24 February. Locals report that tensions in the locality started 
on the 23rd when the anti-CAA protest site at Chanderpuri, 
Chand Bagh was vacated by the police. The protesters 
regrouped the next day on Wazirabad Road and started to re-
occupy the protest site. A small police contingent asked them 
to move away. This is when the mob emerged from the lanes 
of Chand Bagh and joined those at the anti-CAA site. They 
attacked the police, who were clearly outnumbered and suffered 
grievous injuries. As mentioned in greater detail in Chapter 7, 
Constable Ratan Lal was hit with stones and shot, ACP Anuj 
Kumar Sharma was injured and so was DCP Amit Sharma. As 
all three of them were taken across the road to Mohan Nursing 
Home, the mob too crossed the road and attacked the large 
petrol pump located there.

The Muslim-majority area across the road where the petrol pump 
was burnt in Bhajanpura.
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The burnt petrol pump of Bhajanpura.

The petrol pump was looted and burnt. A liquor shop 
was then attacked, after which that too was looted and burnt. 
Locals told us that the liquor was used to make inflammable 
bottle bombs. It was here that educational institutions that we 
mentioned above were attacked and burnt by the mob.

The locals of the area cooperated with the injured 
policemen, taking them for first-aid to Mohan Nursing Home. 
They reported that within a few minutes of this, rioters followed 
them into the hospital, attacking the staff and damaging the 
building.

According to the locals, tension had been palpable in the 
locality since the morning. After the police had been attacked, 
there was complete chaos on the roads. Locals networked and 
had to form teams to rescue trapped residents and children.

Locals also played a role in saving the Bhajanpura market 
from being burnt down and looted by rioters. They rapidly 
downed shutters and did not allow the mob to proceed inside 
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the market. They faced stones and bullets. Locals showed us 
injuries sustained due to stone pelting and firing of bullets. 
They, however, continued to defend life and property.

School Burnt, 22,000 Books Burnt: Arun Modern Senior 
Secondary School 

Located on a main road sprawling over an area of 2,200 
square yards, the Arun Modern Senior Secondary School was a 
large temple of education, with 150 computers, two projectors 
and a library containing 22,000 books for children. It was 
even equipped with smart classrooms. The management was 

Vandalised and burnt, Arun Modern Senior Secondary School.
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known to support many students from weaker socio-economic 
backgrounds with freeships and bursaries.

Today, the school lies totally burnt and destroyed. When 
we visited it three days post the riots, smoke was still rising 
from the pile of books that were burnt. The owner of the 
school and its employees can do little but look on stoically as 
the future of several children lies burnt.

Fahan International School: Another School Targeted

Fahan International School, which is situated in B3 Yamuna 
Vihar was also attacked on 25 February. The well-equipped 
school includes classrooms furnished with comfortable 
furniture and also provides educational toys, motivational 
charts and pictures from around the world, games and outdoor 
play equipment for the students.

Like other schools, this institution was also targeted by 
a mob of 150 to 200 between 1.30pm and 2pm. This whole 
incident was clearly recorded on CCTV cameras, which were 
destroyed shortly afterwards, along with the digital video 
recorder.

We met Muhammad 
Haider Naqvi, who is the vice 
president of Yamuna Vihar 
Kindergarten Education 
Society, who narrated the 
horror he witnessed in 
the Fahan International 
School. He approached 
BJP leader Pramod Gupta, 
the councillor of the B3 
Yamuna Vihar area to seek 
some help. Mr Gupta not 
only assured him but also 
protected the school.

Muhammad Haider Naqvi, 
president, Yamuna Vihar 

Kindergarten Education Society.
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Experiencing the Terror: Locals Struggle to Protect Themselves

We met Mohammad Istar, 
who runs a unisex salon in 
the C3 Yamuna Vihar area. 
He disclosed that on 24 
February, he closed his shop 
after news of riots in the 
evening. The next day, an 
unknown crowd came and 
started pelting stones, aiming 
for his shop. When he heard 
the sound, he immediately 
contacted BJP councillor 
Pramod Gupta and other 
neighbours, who came 
forward to help and protect 
his shop. These goons targeted each and every shop that they 
came across. In his meeting with us, he has appealed to the 
people to stay united and maintain peace.

We also met a few people who have played a very important 
role in extending a helping hand and set an example in the 
society. Janab Abdul Rashid, aka Haji Babu, vice president of 
the Residents’ Welfare Association (RWA) and president of 
the Minara Masjid, came forward and extended help to save 

Mohammad Istar, owner of a 
unisex salon.

Pramod Gupta, councillor, Ghonda, and Abdul Rashid.
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people and their property from the violence. He also told us 
that rioters came from outside, i.e., Chand Bagh and began the 
destruction.

We met many representatives and members of the Muslim 
community. We sensed a palpable regret and fear over the 
incidents that have happened recently in North East Delhi. 
There is a sense of fear, which is reflected in their refusal to 
come on camera. Many of them expressed helplessness at how 
‘outside forces’ have exploited their community, resulting in 
large-scale fatalities and lifelong trauma. Some of the Muslims 
we met told us how they received messages from the Bhim 
Army to congregate at Jaffrabad and Bhajanpura to block 
roads. Messages like these were circulated in Mustafabad and 
Jaffrabad as well. Many said that tensions in the area intensified 
after anti-CAA protestors blocked three arterial roads at GT 
Karnal Road on the Jaffrabad and Chand Bagh side. Muslim 
residents of the area told us that Kapil Mishra came in after 
these three roads were blocked. 

The Sight of a Riot

We saw evidence of a slew of homemade bombs and launchers, 
such as huge catapults capable of launching full bricks to 
distances of up to 300 metres. Can it be pure coincidence that 
these designs and combat principles used in high-conflict civil 
war situations like Syria have found their way to localities in 
the national capital? All these were designed, engineered and 
manufactured over a long period of time. Nor have they been 
done without planning, strategy and training.

We saw evidence of pyro-bombardment at all the sites we 
visited. Such coordinated preparation indicates a very deep and 
insidious preparation. It hints to the possibility of turning into 
a national emergency—today or tomorrow. Wilfully choosing 
to ignore accumulated evidence will only help bring about 
another exigency.
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Catapults used during the riots.

The level and degree to which civil society has been 
weaponised is a matter of concern. It needs urgent attention to 
avoid further conflagration.

About the Fact-Finding Team1

This fact-finding mission was undertaken by the Group of 
Intellectuals and Academicians (GIA). Founded in 2015, GIA 
is a group of professional women and entrepreneurs, media 
persons and academicians committed to social justice and 
nation-building.

Members

1. Advocate Monika Arora (Supreme Court of India)
2. Dr Prerna Malhotra, Assistant Professor, Department of 

English, Ram Lal Anand College (Delhi University)
3. Ms Sonali Chitalkar, Assistant Professor, Department of 

Political Science, Miranda House (Delhi University)
4. Dr Shruti Mishra, Assistant Professor, Pannalal Girdharlal 

Dayanand Anglo-Vedic (P.G.D.A.V. [evening])  College  
(Delhi University)

5. Ms Divyansha Sharma, Assistant Professor, Institute of 
Home Economics (Delhi University)

1 All photos used throughout the book have been taken by the GIA 
team. 
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Annexure I: Medical Report – Amit Sharma
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Annexure II: Postmortem Report – Ankit Sharma
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Annexure III: Riots in Eastern Range
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Annexure IV: Postmortem Report – Ratan Lal
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Annexure V: FIRs
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